
 
 

 
 

 

LARGS SC NEWS - 3rd December 2014 
 

 Christmas dinner dance - this Saturday, 6th 
December 

 Largs SC AGM - Sunday 7th December, 2 p.m. 

 LSTA AGM - follows LSC AGM 

 Christmas quiz - Friday 12th December 

 RYA Scotland winter champs - w/e 13/14 Dec 

 children's Christmas party - 21st December 

 Christmas closure thereafter 

 New Year sail Sunday 4th January 

 maintenance period early January - HELP! 

 quiz night - Friday 16th January 

 first cruising group winter talk - Sun 25th Jan 
 

We have had a busy few weekends in the clubhouse, with the November quiz 
night, the cruising group supper and talk from Gordon McLaren on his odyssey to 
Namibia, Stuart MacDonald's round the world voyage, and the season's club 
prizegiving - all very enjoyable, and well attended. 

Our social programme continues THIS SATURDAY, 6th DECEMBER, with the 
DINNER DANCE. There are still one or two tickets available - contact Steven to 
book your place. 

Our annual general meeting is this Sunday, 7th December, at 2 p.m. Attached to 
this e-news is a corrected agenda, as I made an error in the proposed joint house 
subscription, and also the directors have approved two further minor revisions to 
our club management rules (details below). Members are reminded to please read 
the AGM reports prior to the meeting, as they will not be reviewed in any detail at 
the meeting (reports attached again for convenience). Also, we are trying to get 
our younger members more involved in the club, so please note that family 
members and junior members 16 and over at the date of the meeting have a vote. 

We still seek a nomination for sailing convenor. Also, can you help with publicity? 

The LSTA annual general meeting follows the LSC meeting. 

We are then on the run down to Christmas, with: 

 Christmas quiz on Friday 12th December - Santa will be there! 

 RYA Scotland winter championships, w/e 13/14 December 

 children's Christmas party - Sunday 21st December 

The clubhouse will be closed over Christmas and New Year, except for the New 
Year sail on Sunday 4th January. This will be followed by the maintenance period 
(help required, please!), reopening for the January quiz on Friday 16th January. 
The first of the cruising group winter talks will be on Sunday 25th January. 

Scroll down for more detail on all these topics.  

 

Gordon Cochrane 
Membership Secretary 
 

NEWS JUST IN - THE WEB SITE IS BACK ON LINE, 
in a new, more touch screen friendly format. Thanks, Phil! 
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME - DINNER DANCE - THIS SATURDAY 

 

Our busy social programme continues with our 
annual dinner and dance - dinner, fun and 
dancing to Jimallywhy. 

Dress "smart and sophisticated". 

Welcoming glass of bubbly, and free wine 
on the table! 

Menu shown right. 

Last year's evening was a complete sellout, so 
don't get caught in a last minute rush! 

Book with Steven on club-
steward@largssc.co.uk, or leave an 
answerphone message on 01475 670022 
 

Also SUNDAY 21st DECEMBER 

- children's Christmas party 

Information from Julia in the office. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - SUNDAY 7th DECEMBER, 2 pm - COMMITTEE VACANCY 

We recently circulated the agenda and reports re the club's Annual General Meeting on Sunday 
7th December at 2 pm.  Unfortunately there is an error in the agenda (all my fault - Gordon!) with 
the proposed joint house subscription for next year incorrectly shown as £62.50. It should be 
£67.50. I have also taken the opportunity to add two very recent small changes to the Club 
Management Rules approved by the directors in the last day or two: 

 the restriction on berth holder membership only being open to berth holders in LYH has 
been removed. This means that we can open this membership category to owners with 
boats on local moorings, and neighbouring marinas. Spread the word - berth holder 
membership is a great deal! 

 the definition of "partner" has been greatly simplified. This is a purely technical 
adjustment 

The revised agenda is attached to this e-news. 

The e-mail with the notice of the AGM highlighted that we are merging cadet and junior 
membership, and extending family membership to include sons and daughters under 25. 
Another change not mentioned is that to further encourage our younger members to become 
more involved with the club, members aged 16 and over on the date of a general meeting now 
have a vote (subject to a maximum of two votes per family, in the case of family memberships). 

Members are also reminded to please read the annual reports and accounts before the 
meeting, as the reports will not be presented in any detail. We will of course be happy to 
take questions. Again, for convenience, these are attached. 

We remind members we have a vacancy on the executive committee for the important 
position of sailing convenor, as Phil Alderson will be standing down at the end of this season, 
after several years of sterling service - plus being webmaster, and looking after his young family!
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The principal duty of the sailing convenor is to co-ordinate the club's regular dinghy racing 
activities, in cooperation with the sailing sub committee. The sailing convenor is also a member 
of the club's executive committee, which now only meets 4-5 times per year, under our 
commodore Matt Mochar's efficient chairmanship. 

If you are interested in this position, and wish to be nominated, please contact Ann Low, the 
Club Secretary, by e-mail to annlow.6@btinternet.com or by completing the attached pdf form 
and sending into the office, by 16th November. 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY, 12th DECEMBER 

Always a great fun night, of not too serious competition. 
Santa will be there! 

I don't have any details of menus etc, but I believe the 
buffet will be served from 6.30-6.45, with the quiz will 
starting at 8 p.m. 

Book with Steven - club-steward@largssc.co.uk, or 
answerphone 01475 670022 

 

CRUISING GROUP DINNER - FRIDAY 21st NOVEMBER 

 

Gordon McLaren gave a fascinating talk on his experience of skippering a small hospital ship, 
the Jubilee Hope, from the Clyde down to southern Africa, on behalf of the Vine Trust charity. 
Apart from continuous gales, generator and equipment failure, one of the crew's biggest 
problems was not having the necessary whisky and cigarettes to ensure the "cooperation" of 
port officials in Africa. In the end, Irn-Bru did the job! 

 

Gordon also presented the annual cruising log trophy  to Colin and Sue Brook of "Inclination" for 
their logs of their Hebrides cruise this summer. Also pictured (right) is our cruising group 
convenor Marilyn Robertson.

mailto:annlow.6@btinternet.com
http://www.vinetrust.org/
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CRUISING GROUP - WINTER TALKS 

- from Sunday 25th January - RNLI 

The winter talks kick off in late January with a chance to see the 
Largs inshore lifeboat. More details of this and the rest of the 
winter programme to follow. 

Talks will follow at fortnightly intervals, through to March.   

 

CLUB RACING - NOVEMBER SERIES AND PRIZEGIVING (from Phil Alderson) 

 

Left - right - - Martin Faulkner; Bill Forsyth; Andrew Malone; 
Aiden / Carol / Phil Alderson; Jon Bassett; Stuart Moss; Simon Limb 

The club racing season concluded in sunshine on Sunday with the final race of the November 
Open Series which was run over five weekends with a total of 24 different entries including a 
number of visitors. Following a windy blast for the first weekend the rest of the series was 
predominantly light. The conditions suited the Solo of Stuart Gibson with the RS200 of Martin 
Faulkner coming in second, another visiting Solo of D White came in third. It was good to see so 
many visitors from different clubs taking part and giving us some good competition. The 
November series was sponsored by Spinlock, and the buoyancy aid, kneepads and t-shirt were 
appreciated by the recipients. 

The prizegiving for the 2014 season was held following the racing. Taking most of the silverware 
for the season were Jon Bassett in his Solo and Martin Faulkner in his RS200, with several 
different crews including Bill Forsyth. Stuart and Ruaridh Moss in their RS200, and Simon Limb 
in his RS100, also won a series each. 

The club championships this year were run as a set of races through the season with Carol and 
Phil Alderson winning the Pollock Trophy, closely followed by Stuart and Ruaridh Moss. The 
prizes for the club championships were again sponsored by Spinlock and the rucksacks, 
kneepads and t-shirts were well received. 

The next club race will be the New Year race on 4th January 2015, and the 2015 season 
will restart in March. 

 

RYA SCOTLAND WINTER CHAMPIONSHIPS - w/e 13/14th December (from Freddie Moran) 

The RYA Scotland Winter Championships take place 13/14th December at our club,  and is the 
final event of the year for the SSI. The event is aimed at sailors of any age sailing the following 
boats: 

 Optimist  Topper   Laser, Radial, 4.7 

 420   29er   RS:X and Techno Windsurfers 

About 50 boats are expected, most pretty experienced “squaddies”. The club slip will be used for 
launching and some of the North car park closed off.
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David Kent is coordinating this event. On water volunteers are always welcome, so anyone 
wanting to give a hand please contact David at david@scottishsailinginstitute.co.uk. 

 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS - DEREK MICKEL 

Older members will remember Derek Mickel, who sailed an 
Enterprise "Eos" in the late 1960's into the 70's, then a Loch Long. I 
myself sailed with Derek several times, as did many of our then 
younger members, then against him in my own Enterprise. 

He was a lovely man, with a ready smile, and a good sense of 
humour. He went on to become chairman of the building firm 
Mactaggart and Mickel before retiring. Derek very sadly drowned 
whilst swimming in Fuertaventura in mid November. He was 79. 

There is a memorial service for him this Friday, 5th December, 
at 12:15 in Glasgow Cathedral. 

Our sincere sympathies to his family. 

 

LARGS SC WEB SITE - BACK ON LINE (from Phil Alderson, webmaster) 

Unfortunately the web site has been down for a few weeks, as the server had been 
compromised by hackers, who had uploaded malicious files to it. Everything on the server 
needed to be deleted. Due to the way that the site has grown over the last few years, restoring 
from backups was not as simple as it should have been. Rather than spend a lot of time working 
on restoring the site the way it was, I decided to finish the ongoing project that I had been doing 
in the background to re-organise it more logically, and improve the usability with touch screen 
devices. This has unfortunately took rather longer than expected, but the site is now working 
again. There are still pages to be added, and this will be done in the next few days.  

Apologies for any inconvenience caused by the delay. 

(Note - Phil has confirmed to me that the problem was basically confined to the server, and there 
should be minimal risk to any of us who use the site. Certainly I have seen no problems, and my 
weekly virus and malware checks are clear. Gordon, 2.12.14) 

 

PUBLICITY & COMMUNICATIONS TEAM (From Alastair Leicester) 

We are looking to recruit a small group of members who can spare a little time to support the 
club's publicity & communications efforts, in particular to attract new members - dinghy, 
keelboat, and motor boat. 

We are looking for anyone with either some free time and a bit of enthusiasm, to those who 
really know what they are doing in this area. In particular we are looking for people to support 
our website (someone with Drupal experience would be a godsend!), produce content (whether 
it be written, photos, videos etc.), and help to create a stronger social media presence on 
Facebook and Twitter.  

What we want to create is a group of people with the skills to make things happen when they 
have the time to contribute, rather than one or two people who have to do everything all year 
round! 

If you think you can help out please send an email to alastair@lsta.org.uk 

Largs Yacht Haven have an annual mailing to all berth holders. We already have over 200 of the 
700+ berth holders as members of the club, including 30 motor boats (who says we are just a 
sailing club?), but there are 400-500 who aren't, so Gordon and I have produced the attached 
flyer (see end of the e-news) to go into the December mailing, summarising the benefits of berth 
holder membership. If you are already a member in the Yacht Haven, and your neighbours 
aren't, spread the word!

mailto:david@scottishsailinginstitute.co.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-30097292
mailto:alastiar@lsta.org.uk


 6 

CLUBHOUSE - WINTER OPENING HOURS / CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 

We are now on winter hours: 

 Fridays 12:00 to 14:00 (open appropriate Friday evenings for quiz night etc) 

 Saturdays 11:00 - 17:00 

 Sundays 12:00 to 18:00 

Members are welcome to use the club outside the bar hours, using the door access code if 
necessary. There is a coffee/tea/hot chocolate machine on the landing. 

The clubhouse will close for Christmas after the children's party on Sunday 21st December, and 
reopen for the January quiz night on Friday 16th January. 

 

WINTER MAINTENANCE 

We will have our annual maintenance period after New Year, and we will be asking for 
volunteers to work with our lead volunteers Ken McClelland and John Ridley. This work saves 
the club a significant amount of money, and is great fun. More details to follow. 

 

 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary 

 

 

 

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 

 
LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

SSI webcam (new) - see here  

LYH/LSC webcam – see www.largssc.co.uk/web-cam 

mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
http://www.firthofclydecoastalrowingclub.com/
mailto:info@lsta.org.uk
http://www.lsta.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssta
http://scottishsailinginstitute.com/
http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/about/live-weather
http://www.largssc.co.uk/web-cam


 


