
 
 

 
 

LARGS SC NEWS - March 2018 
 

Main topics in this edition: 

 RYA Youth Championships - Friday 30th March to Friday 6th April - still 
time to volunteer! Come along and feel the buzz of a major event, with 
Princess Anne visiting as well. Slipway cleaning Wed 28th March, from 1330 

 RYAS "Performance of the Year" won by Largs SC windsurfer Andy Brown; 
honourable mentions for Johnathan Briggs, and Robbie Burns 

 club racing - the winter open series finishes this weekend, Sunday 25th 
March, and the 2017 prizegiving will follow the final race. Club racing starts 
Sunday 8th April 

 LSTA sail training (junior and adult) starts 23rd April 

 RNLI lifejacket clinic Sat 31st March - Sunday 1st April 

 save the date - club fun / fundraising day Saturday 12th May 

 weather station now working again; improved wi-fi in clubhouse 

 Firth of Clyde Coastal Rowing Club news 

 next quiz Friday 13th April 

 cruising group social evenings, with members' 2017 cruising experiences 

  50:50 winners 

 clubhouse maintenance - getting the plumbing sorted for the Youths! 

 John Douglas - an appreciation 

 Largs Chandlers donates to the RNLI 

 have you paid your 2018 membership subscription, and berthage? 

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more. 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary
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RYA YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS (from Marilyn Robertson etc) 

   

After all the months of planning and preparation, The RYA Youth National Championships will 
take place at Largs SC from Friday 30th March to Friday 6th April. This event brings together the 
best young sailors (under 21) in the UK, competing in five classes - Laser, Laser Radial, 420's, 
29er skiffs, and Nacra catamarans. The weekend is for registration, measuring etc; competitive 
racing is Monday 2nd to Friday 6th, at 1100hrs. RYA President Princess Anne will be visiting 
on Thursday 5th April. Prizegiving will be on Friday 6th April, in the marquee. See here for an 
event overview. 

     

We are expecting 158 boats across a range of classes. As ever, the club's volunteer army will 
be key to the successful delivery of this event, and many of you have already signed up 
to help. Most of the beach, slipway and house teams are well formed now, but as ever, 
your help, if even for a couple of hours, would be invaluable. Contact Julia, here. 

     

Some key actions and functions for our volunteers - more details below: 

 Pre-Event Coffee & Cakes for Club Volunteers - Monday 26th March, 1400-1500 

 Slipway Cleaning - Wednesday 28th March, from 1330 

 Volunteer Registration, Briefing and Reception - Sun 1st April, from 1730; drinks 1900 

 For anyone still standing, the Lounge will be open on Saturday 7th April from 7pm, to say 
thank you to all our club volunteers, and celebrate the successful delivery of this major 
championships.  

We expect the clubhouse to be very busy over this week and hope that many of you will 
come along to welcome our visitors, experience the buzz of a major event, and be ready 
to lend an hand in any impromptu tidying up activities. 

 

Pre-Event Coffee & Cakes for Club Volunteers - Monday 26th March, 2-3 p.m. 

If you are available this coming Monday, please come along to meet some of the other 
volunteers and enjoy a coffee and cake.

http://www.rya.org.uk/racing-events/2018-youth-nationals/Pages/event-overview.aspx
mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
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If any members are volunteering for the first time, please collect a red polo-shirt to wear during 
the event (most of our regular volunteers already have these). 

We will give out a few Do’s and Don’ts on food handling to the catering volunteers and 
explain how the catering will work during the event. 

Plus, the list of who is doing what and when will be on display in case you have forgotten what 
you have actually put your name down for!! 

Please also note that any volunteers who are working full days during the event, such as the on-
water teams, mark layers, beach team, and bridge team all need to register with Olivia from the 
RYA who will be at the club between 5.30pm and 6.30pm on Sunday 1st April, or in the HK room 
(Race Office) from Friday onwards. If you are working a full day, you will be provided with a 
packed lunch and water bottle. 

 

Slipway Cleaning - Wednesday 28th March, from 1330 

Come along with your wellies and choice of weapons (spade, 
hoe, rake etc) and help clean the championship slipway for the 
Youths. 

Julia will be bribing us with refreshments at tea break! 

 

Volunteer Briefing and Reception - Sunday 1st April, 7 p.m. 

Registration and briefing from 1730. Open to all volunteers - drinks and canapés. 

 

Royal Visitor - HRH Princess Anne - Thursday 5th April 

Long standing president of the RYA, Princess Anne, who is of course a long time sailor (see 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ybQRsXBzNE) with her Rustler 44 "Ballochbuie" in Ardfern, 
will again be gracing the event with her presence.  

 

Sail Measurement Course - Saturday 7th April 

RYA course on sail measurement - cost £35. More details when available. 

 

Volunteer Thank You Party - Saturday 7th April 

For anyone still standing, the Lounge will be open on Saturday 7th April from 7pm to say thank 
you to all our club volunteers, and celebrate the successful delivery of this major championships. 

 

LARGS SC SUCCESS AT RYAS ANNUAL AWARDS! 

Largs SC's Andy Brown won "Performance of the Year Award" at 
the recent RYA Scotland's Annual Awards ceremony, supported 
by Ocean Sailing Scotland. Andy practices at Largs, and 2017 
successes included retaining 
his RS:X British Youth title, 
and Bronze at the Youth 
Worlds in Lake Garda, Italy.  

Also honourably mentioned 
were Largs SC's Johnathan 
Briggs, for his fantastic work 
with the LSTA throughout the 

year, developing racing skills, and culminating in winning 
the Scottish Club Trophy.
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Coach Robbie Burns was highly praised for his work with many sailors, including Alistair 
Coombs from Loch Venacher, who won the Youth Sailor of the Year. 

 

CLUB RACING (from Howard Smallwood) 

The Warm Up Series has been decidedly frosty this year, with racing cancelled on two Sundays 
largely due to the dangers of wind chill and gusty easterly winds. Hopefully the final races this 
Sunday (25th March) will take place, and series winners will be decided. There are some 
photographs from Hugh Macgregor on the Facebook Racing page - or see here. 

The Warm Up Series prizegiving should happen around three o'clock, followed by our 2017 Club 
Racing prizegiving. 

Volunteers for race officer and RIB duty are still required for Sunday. Please use the Dutyman 
roster system if you can help. 

Club racing starts after Easter, on Sunday 8th April, after the RYA Youths. This year we 
are trialling a later start time of 14.00 hrs to give the possibility of cadet sailing on Sunday 
mornings, and easier use of the clubhouse on Saturday for other sailing events, and functions. 

As always, volunteers are vital to run the racing programme - if you can assist please do not 
hesitate to contact me. Training is available to improve RIB skills, and understand race 
management. There is also a vacant, major role in terms of Event Coordination - any 
assistance with this will be much appreciated. 

 

LARGS SAIL TRAINING ASSOCIATION 

The information evening for the new 
season's training was held on 15th March, 
with a large number of returning cadets, 
new cadets, and parents attending. 
Johnathan Briggs explained the structure 
of the courses through the season, then 
Bill Forsyth expanded on the safety 
aspects of the courses, ands the clothing 
required. 

New for 2018 is a new race group called 
the “Largs Development Squad”. This will 
be for dedicated race training with the goal 
of making the kids more competitive in 

races. We only have 12 places for this squad and to get it you must own your own Topper, 
Oppie or Laser. 

The actual training sessions begin on Monday 23rd April. 

If you haven't booked (and paid your LSC membership - remember all course members have to 
be LSC members, as well as paying their tuition fees to the LSTA!!), get your name down soon!! 
See https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta. 

Adult courses also available - same link, https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta. 

  

SAILING - CRUISING 

We had two excellent talks on their extended cruises in 2017, 
firstly from Freddie and Hilary Moran, on Arctic Tern's trip from 
Howth, to north about Skye, and the Outer Hebrides. They were 

incredibly lucky with the weather - unlike many others! 's talk. 
John and Hilary Connelly took Aztec down as far as north 
Cornwall, and also had good weather!

https://www.facebook.com/martin.latimer.90/videos/10156354724636133/
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RNLI LIFEJACKET CLINIC - SAT 31st March 
and SUNDAY 1st April (Easter Weekend) 

Start the season safely! 

The Largs RNLI Support Group will be running free checks on your 
lifejackets - bring them along for a free check, and pick up tips on 
choosing, fitting and maintaining your lifejacket.  

 

CLUB FUN(D)DAY - SATURDAY 12th MAY 

Save the date! Julia is working on ideas for a day of fun, and fund 
raising, ashore and afloat! More details to follow! 

 

WEATHER STATION (from Phil Alderson) 

The weather station is now back on line, courtesy of the 
Scottish Sailing Institute funding a new anemometer. 

See http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/live.This shows 
current and average wind speed and direction, 
temperature, barometric pressure, and rainfall. 

The wind rose shows the average wind direction and 
"speed" (total nautical miles) since 0900 that day. 

Hover over the individual dials to see trends, and much 
more information.  

 

FIRTH OF CLYDE COASTAL ROWING CLUB (from Melanie Grey) 

Our friends in the FoCCRC aren't hibernating over the winter! 

Youth FoCCRC's team train for the first youth regatta of the season 

The energetic FoCCRC youth team are taking 
time out of studying for exams and entering the 
first of the youth regatta series which is being 
hosted by Eastern ARC at Portobello on Saturday 
7th April. The February and March wintry weather 
meant that training did not always go as planned, 
however with a whiff of spring in the air the youth 
team hope to have regular sessions set up. It's 
fantastic to have so many youth rowers heading 
over to the East Coast to row their hearts out from 
12 noon onwards, and finishing up with an 
amazing BBQ. Watch this space. 

AGM  

The AGM will take place at Largs Sailing Club on Thursday 12th April 2018 at 7 pm. 

FoCCRC's compete in Cork, Ireland in June 2018 

A crew of 7 FoCCRC's are taking one of their skiffs over to Ireland and competing in Ocean to 
City – An Rás Mór, which is Ireland’s very own long-distance rowing race. This will attract 
hundreds of competitors! The FoCCRC's will row the main course of 28km but will complete as a 
relay so will (hopefully) only row 14 km per rower. The event began in 2005 and has now grown 
into an all-inclusive rowing and paddling event, embracing everything from traditional wooden 
working boats, currachs, skiffs, gigs and longboats to contemporary ocean racing shells, kayaks, 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/live
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canoes and even stand-up paddle boards. Ocean to City is the flagship event of the Cork 
Harbour Festival. 

FoCCRC's run the Cork Marathon 

And with a tiny reserve of energy left, five FoCCRC's will run as a team and each complete a 
section of the Cork marathon.  

 

 

THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE 

 

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS  

Spring is springing, as the saying goes, but until the RYA Youths, we will continue with the 
winter hours, as below: 

Saturday - 09:00 to 17:00 (no alcohol before 11:00) 

Sunday - 09:00 to 17:00 (no alcohol before 12:30) 

Last orders for food are 3pm Saturday. Last orders 30 minutes before closing time. 

At this time of year, the staff reserve the right to close early if there are no customers present 

(Group Bookings - please book in advance to keep staffing costs to a minimum) 

The clubhouse will be open on Friday evenings for Quiz Nights etc, as intimated in the e-news, 
and on the web site home page. 

The club will be open all hours as required over the RYA Youths, then as the sailing season, 
cadet training, and midweek racing begins, opening hours will be extended. Watch the home 
page of our web site, www.largssc.co.uk, for the latest information. 

 

FUTURE SOCIAL EVENTS - APRIL 

 Quiz Night - Friday 13th April   

More social functions will be added as they are confirmed. 

 

50:50 CLUB - FEBRUARY AND MARCH DRAWS 

The 50:50 Club asks members to take a £5 number in a monthly draw, with 50% of the income 
being returned in prizes, and 50% being spent on "nice to have" items for the club e.g. the new 
furniture, and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout Lounge. Join in - application forms are 
available on the web site - download this application form, and standing order mandate. 

 February March 

1st - £60 
2nd - £40 

3rd - £30 

4th - £20 

Chris Cowpe 

John Ridley 

George Hutchison 

Matt Mochar 

Evan Gregg 

Jill Pain 

Gordon Cochrane 

Sarah Goldie 

 

http://corkharbourfestival.com/
http://corkharbourfestival.com/
http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/LSC-50-50-club-appln-form.pdf
http://www.largssc.co.uk/sites/default/files/LSC-50-50-s-o-mandate.pdf
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CLUBHOUSE MAINTENANCE 

Our fantastic volunteers have been fettling the 
clubhouse hot water system, in anticipation of the 
RYA Youth Championships, when showers etc are 
sure to be in high demand!   

Members may not know that lurking behind the door 
labelled "Plant Room", opposite Julia's office, are two 
pretty chunky oil fired boilers (there is no gas on the 
marina site - I understand Railtrack won't allow a 
pipeline under the railway …), and a key part of the 
plumbing is a mixer valve that blends the boiler water 
from a Legionnaire's Disease safe 65oC down to a suitable temperature for the showers etc. This 
mixer valve had stopped working, and the repair involved a 4+ hour strip down and replacement 
by a four man team - John Ridley, John Connelly, John Scott and George McCree. The team 
were able to reuse the control gubbins that drives the valve, but the valve itself was beyond 
repair, so had to be replaced at a cost of £280 - half the cost of the whole assembly - PLUS the 
saving in labour costs. How much is a couple of days or more of a professional plumber's time?? 
Well done guys! 

 

CLUBHOUSE WI-FI 

Our grateful thanks to the Scottish Sailing Institute and Largs Yacht 
Haven for their funding and assistance in installing and connecting 
upgraded wi-fi kit in our clubhouse, ahead of the RYA Youth 
Championships. The network name has changed slightly, to 
LargsSailingClub wifi, but the password remains 'cumbrae01'. 

 

JOHN DOUGLAS - AN APPRECIATION 

We very much regret to announce the passing of one of our oldest members, John Douglas, at 
the age of 92. John was born in Ardrossan in 1926, and was a mechanical engineer by 
profession, working latterly for ICI at Ardeer. He met his future wife Judy whilst crewing on 
separate Dragons at Hunter's Quay, and they married in 1956. Sailing continued to be a big part 
of their lives, with Loch Long "Ripple", then Folkboat "Hoopoe". He was also a keen skier, with 
his last trip to Austria at the young age of 85! 

John was an extremely talented woodworker, producing a wide range of high quality furniture, 
musical instruments (a cello made by him was played at his memorial service), and other items. 
The commodores boards in the clubhouse stairwell were made by John. 

   

John is pictured (left) with former commodores Ken McClelland and David Lawson, at our 
"memories afternoon" to celebrate our 80th year in October 2016. 

Our sincere sympathies to Judy, the family, and friends. 
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LARGS CHANDLERS AND THE RNLI 

   

 

Ever wondered what happens to the 
5p that you are charged for a plastic 
bag? Well, Largs Chandlers very 
kindly donate the whole fee to the 
Largs Branch of the RNLI! 

Jane Ashdown is pictured presenting a 
cheque for £116.40 to Largs RNLI 
treasurer Ann Cochrane. In addition to 
this, Jane sells around £2k of RNLI 
Christmas cards every year - and of 
course is a very generous sponsor of 
our discount card! 

Many thanks, Jane! 

The Largs RNLI fundraising group raised £39,000 last year for this great charity, and their target 
is £40k for this year. Their next major fundraiser is a Fish Supper Dance in Nardini's, on 
Saturday 5th May. The live band will have music with a 60's theme. Tickets from Ann 
Cochrane. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions were due in January, and there are still a number of members who haven't 
renewed. Have you? Check on WebCollect - log in to WebCollect here with the e-mail address 
on which you have received this e-news, enter your password, and go from there. 

If you are not renewing your subscription, we will be sorry to lose you, but PLEASE let Julia or 
myself know, as this saves us a lot of time following this up with you. 

 

 

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary 

 

 

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 

 

LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

LSC clubhouse weather: - see here 

LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here  

LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here 

 

mailto:largssc.membership@gmail.com
mailto:largssc.membership@gmail.com
https://webcollect.org.uk/sec/index.php?page=login&organisation_id=42
mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
mailto:largssc.membership@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
http://www.firthofclydecoastalrowingclub.com/
http://scottishsailinginstitute.com/
mailto:info@lsta.org.uk
http://www.lsta.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssta
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/live
http://www.largssc.co.uk/weather/webcam
http://www.yachthavens.com/largs/our-haven/web-cam/

