LARGS SC NEWS - October 2017
Main topics in this edition:


a great Cadet Regatta Weekend, 16th-17th September



our cadets scoop the prestigious Scottish Club Champions at the RYAS
Zone Championships at Loch Lomond, , 23rd-24th September



the main cadet training has finished for another year, but weekend
academies continue, and the LSTA are staging a special mid term holiday 3
day course. Some places are still available



report on the recent RS400, skiff and catamaran weekend



volunteers needed for the RYAS Champion of Champion weekend, 21st22nd October. If you can help, please contact Julia



next quiz Friday 13th October



cruising group social evening Saturday 14th October (all members
welcome)



NB - both above are the weekend of the Scottish Boat Show at Kip



Firth of Clyde Coastal Rowing Club news - first "Castle to Crane"
(Dumbarton to Finnieston) regatta - 14 miles! - and Prestwick Regatta



first aid courses - see page 10



winter clubhouse hours; 50:50 winners



other dates for your diaries:
o Hallowe'en party - Saturday 28th October
o dance workshop, cruising talk etc - see page 9



first aid courses - see page 10

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more.
Gordon Cochrane
Membership Secretary

CADET REGATTA - 16th-17th SEPTEMBER (from John Scott etc)

The 2017 LSTA season concluded with the annual Cadet Regatta, with fun for all!
Saturday afternoon had some successful racing, with about sixty cadets participating in a series
of fun and competitive races, despite the light winds. Saturday evening was family party night
with over a hundred cadets, parents and instructors enjoying a fun evening with good food and a
range of games and activities, some devised by the cadets. Such a good time was had by all
that this is likely to become an annual event.

Saturday racing results:
Beginners - Visions
1st: Jackson Burleigh, Zane Longmuir, Joel Smith and instructor David Williams
2nd: Alice Lawrie, Joanna Lewis, Kate Shelley and instructor Alastair Khaliq
3rd: Kyle Borrie, Hamish Bradshaw and instructor Peter Hall
Intermediates - Fevas:
1st: Saoirse Gaston and Max McGregor
Intermediates - Handicap:
1st: Finlay Anderson; 2nd: Ben McDiarmid; 3rd: Ziggy Walker; 4th: Cullen Anderson
Advanced - Handicap:
1st: Jamie Briggs; 2nd: Stuart Khaliq; 3rd: Ruairi Herrington; 4th: Max Vella
On Sunday morning we ran a giant treasure hunt where the cadets had to collect a series of pool
balls from the safety boats which were positioned around the sailing area. To collect each ball,
they had to complete a task - for example sailing neatly round the RIB, or naming all the "five
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essentials". With the outgoing tide, and much stronger the wind, this wasn't all as easy as it
sounds! On going ashore, each ball was exchanged for a prize. After lunch, we had some free
sailing with the cadets encouraged to sail a boat they hadn't sailed before. There were also lots
of attempts to demonstrate dry capsize technique, some of which were even successful.
The weekend closed with the annual prizegiving where prizes for the racing, RYA course
certificates and our prestigious annual awards were presented.

Main awards for cadets:
Most enthusiastic beginner: Cameron McNeil
Most improved beginner: Zane Longmuir
Most promising beginner: Lachlan Graham
Most improved intermediate: Ziggy Walker
Most improved advanced: Jade Houston
Most promising cadet: Ruairi Herrington (only 10 years old)
Most improved cadet in club racing, receiving the Caldwell Trophy: Eva Herrington
Young volunteer of the year: Eleanor Jones (instructor - one of five new assistant instructors
this year, along with Eva Herrington, Ross Gibb, Emily Williams and David Williams)
Cadet of the year: Jamie Briggs - dominating cadet racing for the second year in a row!
LSTA Principal, John Scott thanked everyone who had contributed so much to making the
regatta and the whole cadet season another huge success - sponsors, clubhouse staff, and our
wonderful team of volunteers - and of course instructors, pictured below:
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Particular thanks are due to:




Johnathan and Amy Briggs for organising the sailing activities for the regatta, and
much of this season's training
Julia Gibson and her team for their support through the year, and the party, plus
senior instructors Bill Forsyth, George McCree, Fenella Corlett, David Grieve, Paul
Douglas and John Scott who take responsibility for running safe, fun and effective
training sessions every time a cadet goes on the water.

(Drone photographs - Alastair Khaliq, others Gillian McNicol, Fiona Murdoch)
One LSTA year finishes - another begins! Cadets restart next year on Saturday 21st April,
following our annual information evening on Thursday 15th March 2018.

LARGS SC CADETS - SCOTTISH CLUB CHAMPIONS!!
Loch Lomond SC welcomed 130 boats over the weekend of 23-24 September for the annual
RYA Scotland Zone Championships. This year the event incorporated the Scottish Club Trophy
as the coached regatta fleet which brought several new classes to join the overall fleet.

The LSC cadets mastered the predominantly light conditions to carry off the overall Scottish
Club Trophy, and had very creditable performances in the individual classes!
This is a fantastic achievement, a great credit to our young sailors, and all the help and tuition
they have received through the season with the LSTA. Also of course "mum and dad's taxi
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services"! A special mention for Cansin Karga (back centre above), a former Turkish Laser
National Champion, who has been helping the LSTA coaching and inspiring the kids during the
season, sometimes several times per week.

Photos from Marc Turner
Scottish Club Trophy:
This is a competition against all the other juniors from the other clubs in Scotland, and is judged
on the overall performance of the competing clubs. Our kids were top of the pile, winning a
trophy plus four racing marks for the club. Fantastic achievement - well done everyone!!
Optimists: - many congratulations to Ruairi Herrington 1st overall, and 1st boy. Cara Russell
was 4th overall, and 2nd girl. Callum Russell was 8th overall, and 4th boy. Charlie McNicol.
13th overall, 7th girl.
Teras - Findlay Briggs - 2nd overall, 2nd boy.
Toppers - Joshua Howe - 2nd overall, 2nd boy; Emma Vella - 5th overall, 2nd girl; Louise
Russell - 7th overall 4th girl.
Scottish Zones Championship:
These are effectively the Scottish Junior Championships in each class. Largs SC juniors were
well represented in the Toppers, with 12 year old Jamie Briggs in second place overall - a
great achievement against many of the older (14-15) sailors. Also sailing very well were Max
Vella, 10th, Eva Herrington 12th, Finlay Herrington 14th, Katie McNicol 18th, Elise Fitzgerald
20th, Luca De Jong 24th, and Leon Watt 25th.
There is a full report on the RYA Scotland web page (see here), and there are numerous photos
on the LSC Youth FB page.
Weekend Academies:

To further improve their sailing skills, our juniors are also attending weekend RYA academy
training. The recent weekend at Annandale SC showed the variability of the Scottish weather - a
beautiful Saturday was followed by very challenging conditions on the Sunday! Anyway, a great
weekend of learning and development!
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LSC CADETS - MID TERM HOLIDAY FUN!
The season isn't quite over! If you fancy some
fun sailing over the mid-term week, there is a
final three days of sailing, Tuesday 17th to
Thursday-19th October.
The emphasis will be on fun sailing, and at the
same time, advancing sailing knowledge by
looking at log books and consolidating existing
skills, including touching on some of the
advanced modules e.g. Seamanship Skills and
Sailing with Spinnakers. We also intend to have
race training for those who wish to brush up and
improve their techniques. Please remember to
bring your log book with you, if it’s not in the
office. For anyone who has not yet signed up,
there are few spaces left.

RS400/CAT WEEKEND - 30th Sept-1st Oct (from Howard Smallwood)
This open event for RS400, Skiffs and Cats, with racing held over two days on windwardleeward courses, had great weather on the Saturday for the first races - then grey and windy on
the Sunday! Congratulations to the Robertsons from Royal Forth who took the overall
first. Thanks to all who contributed to the weekend, afloat and ashore. I think we gave them a
great weekend's racing! (Also Martin Latimer and Mark Edwards for the photographs.)

No rest for the wicked, however! The club is hosting the RYA Scottish Champion of Champions
event over the 21st and 22nd October and we need volunteers for the ribs, committee boat and
shoreside support. Let me, Julia or Stuart Moss know if you can help - Stuart is filling in the rota
on Dutyman.
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CLUB RACING (from Howard Smallwood)
Club racing is continuing on Sundays. One of our best series of the year, the Open Autumn
Series, starts on Sunday 5th November and continues through to 3rd December. This attracts
great competitors from other clubs, and always has a high standard of sailing. This year we are
trying a slightly different class split with all single sail, hiking dinghies in the same start. This
should be a very competitive fleet and we hope it will attract some of the 'sleepy' Lasers out from
the club boat park! This change should also concentrate most of the catamarans, trapeze
dinghies and asymmetrics in the second fleet, and give them closer racing over a range of
conditions.
The club is also hosting the RYA Scottish Champion of Champions event on 21st-22nd
October. If you enjoy volunteering, please let Julia know if you are available to help - we will be
needing shore support, plus RIB and committee boat crews.

SAILING - CRUISING - SOCIAL EVENING, KIP BOAT SHOW
The cruising group is an informal group of Largs SC
motor boat and keelboat members who enjoy social
cruising in company, around the Clyde and beyond, and
assist each other with more practical matters. We have
helped many newer boat owners to e.g. go around the
Mull of Kintyre for the first time, exchange advice on
problems, collated our "cruising notes", set up our
Facebook page, and so on.
We are having a social evening of food and chat this
Saturday, 14th October, from 7pm, to share cruising experiences and destinations in 2017, to
link boats, faces and names for future meetings in Largs, other marinas or anchorages around
the Clyde, up the west coast of Scotland, and further flung destinations. Also to discuss thoughts
for the winter, and plans for the 2018 cruising season.
Bring along your summer sailing photos on a memory stick if you wish - we will have a laptop
connected to the big television.
All club members - including cruisers past, present and future - are very welcome!
The two course meal is £13 a head, payable on the night. Please reserve your place by emailing Avril on club-steward@largssc.co.uk, or telephone 01475 670022, noting any special
dietary requirements, by Wednesday 11th latest.

Note that this evening follows quiz night on Friday 13th, and is also the weekend of the
Scottish Boat Show at Kip, with second hand boats also on show at Largs and Troon. All the
more reason to make a weekend of it! To see a list of the boats for sale at Kip, and Rhu, see
here. Euroyachts are also offering boats at Largs and Troon, see here.
Also at Kip, RYA Scotland Cruising and General Purposes Committee will
host a Cruising Raft Up on Sunday 15th October in the Chartroom at
the Kip Boat Show, with two sessions, either 0900-1230, or 1300-16.30.
The aim is prove a series of interactive discussions and workshops with a
keynote speaker of adventurer, Jock Wishart, maritime and polar
adventurer, sportsman and explorer, who rowed to the Pole in 2011!
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There will also be sessions on Brexit and how this will affect recreational boating in the UK, sea
safety, with practical demonstrations from sportscotland National Centre Cumbrae senior
instructor Rod Smith, and Bob Bradfield will talk about his (excellent - fantastically detailed and
accurate - Gordon) Antares Charts.
For more information, and to book (£15, including
tea/coffee) see here.
Poorly marked (unmarked!) fishing gear - we've all
encountered less than well marked fishing gear, and
indeed one LSC member had an encounter with fishing
gear over this summer that was very expensive to repair.
The October issue of the RYA Cruising News appeals
for us to report badly marked gear - see here. The
more we report it, the greater chance that there will be
legislation to improve the situation.

FIRTH OF CLYDE COASTAL ROWING CLUB
Our friends in the FoCCRC competed in the
first ever "Castle to Crane" rowing challenge 13 miles from Dumbarton Castle up the Clyde
to Finnieston Crane, on 23rd September.
In total, 75 boats and 407 rowers took part,
from all over the UK, Ireland, the Netherlands,
and the USA! Thistle's crew (pictured right Andy Vost, Gary Watkins, Hugh Maclean and
Melanie Grey, coxed by Ian Ward) were
delighted to come 2nd in their category, the St
Ayles Skiff Men's 50+, and 8th in the overall
50+, with Saltire and Vennel not far behind. A
superb effort!
Later, the club finished their regatta season on a
high, winning gold, two silvers and a bronze,
giving them second place overall at the Prestwick
Rowing Regatta on 30th September. A stiff
onshore breeze made for challenging conditions,
both for rowing, and crew changes on the beach,
and the courses had to be changed to avoid
difficult beam on rowing conditions. The downwind
legs were exciting, with the boats surfing and
rolling back to the finish line - challenging, but
equally good fun racing! Congratulations to Arran
who took overall first place.
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THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE


Clubhouse news - winter hours



forthcoming social events - quiz nigh (Friday) and social evening (Saturday)



other dates for your diaries

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS - WINTER HOURS
Apart from brave dinghy sailors, and a few hardy cruising members, the season is pretty much
drawing to a close, so we have modified the opening hours, as below:
Saturday - 09:00 to 17:00 (no alcohol before 11:00)
Sunday - 09:00 to 17:00 (no alcohol before 12:30)
Last orders for food are 3pm Saturday. Last orders 30 minutes before closing time.
At this time of year, the staff reserve the right to close early if there are no customers present
(Group Bookings - please book in advance to keep staffing costs to a minimum)

The clubhouse will be open on Friday evenings for Quiz Nights etc, as intimated in the e-news,
and on the web site home page.
FUTURE SOCIAL EVENTS - OCTOBER to DECEMBER


Quiz Night - Friday 13th October buffet before. Expert quizmasters Chris
and Linda Cowpe are staging the
October Quiz, with some added extras!
Buffet from 6:30, quiz starts at 8pm. Book
with Avril on clubsteward@largssc.co.uk.



Social Evening, hosted by the
Cruising Group - Saturday 14th
October. Buffet and chat - all members
welcome. See Cruising Group section
above for more details.



Hallowe'en party, with kids' activities in
HK Room - Saturday 28th October.



Dance workshop - Saturday 4th
November, 2-5pm, with members Tony
and Cynthia Crewe. Includes afternoon
tea!



Fashion Show - Thursday 9th
November with the FoCCRC.



Quiz Night - Friday 10th November.



Arctic Tern heads north - Saturday
2nd December - Freddie, Hilary and
Archie's 2017 northern cruise.



Christmas Quiz and Party Night - Saturday 16th December.

More social functions will be added as they are confirmed.
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50:50 CLUB - OCTOBER DRAW
The 50:50 Club asks members to take a £5 number in a monthly draw, with 50% of the income
being returned in prizes, and 50% being spent on "nice to have" items for the club e.g. the new
furniture, and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout Lounge. Join in - application forms are
available on the web site - download this application form, and standing order mandate.
October
1st - £60
2nd - £40
3rd - £30
4th - £20

To be drawn at Saturday's
social evening

FIRST AID COURSES
Our friends in the Castle Craigs Canoe Club are organising a two day first aid course on 4th 5th November. I have no further details - please contact them here if you are interested.
The Largs Sail Training Association is organising a one day RYA course on 10th March next
year - book on https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta/category/shorebased-courses.

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary
Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links:
LSC office: 01475 670000
LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022
LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk
LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk
LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc
FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here
Scottish Sailing Institute: see here

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk
LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/
LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta
LSC clubhouse weather: - see here
LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here
LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here
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