LARGS SC NEWS - August 2017
Main topics in this edition:


entries now open for Largs Regatta Week, 26th August - 3rd September:
o Cumbraes Weekend 26-27 Aug - Round Cumbraes on Sunday
o Midweek Series - Tue-Wed-Thu 29-31 Aug
o Two Handed Race and Hems Kalis Dinghy racing - Sat 2nd Sept



full social programme:
o RNLI ceilidh - Friday 25th Aug
o Ginfest (afternoon) and Band Night - Saturday 26th August

o America's Cup Dinner - Friday 1st September


Volunteers - HELP NEEDED for Regatta Week, including slipway clean



RNLI lifejacket clinic - Sat 26th - Sun 27th, 10am - 4pm



"assisted racing" on Wednesdays, and "social sailing" on a Friday evening
for those who don't want to race etc



junior sailing - 41 young sailors at Youth Sailing Week! Many thanks to all
the instructors and shore supporters!



cruising group - Bute Art Festival and Holy Loch cruises in company;
extended cruise "round" the Mull of Kintyre 2nd-10th September



June-July-August 50:50 winners; quiz nights resume Friday 8th September



Firth of Clyde Coastal Rowing Club Regatta - 2nd/3rd September



other dates for your diaries - Millport C&W Festival, Viking Festival etc

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more.
Gordon Cochrane
Membership Secretary

LARGS REGATTA WEEK - 26th AUGUST TO 3rd SEPTEMBER

Entries are now open for Largs Regatta Week, our major event, with racing for keelboats,
dinghies, and catamarans, around the buoys and round the Isles of Cumbrae, in the Largs
Channel for the Midweek Series, and the iconic Scottish Two Handed Race around Arran or
Holy Isle. Visit www.LargsRegattaWeek.co.uk for full details and entry forms. Enter by Friday
18th August to avoid late entry fees!!
New for 2017!! - Races will now start from closer to the marina, allowing for great spectator
views from the Largs SC clubhouse balcony, or marina breakwater. Also, the Firth of Clyde
Coastal Rowing Regatta, including opportunities for everyone to try this new, exciting and
family-friendly sport!

Ashore, there is a full social programme
- open to competitors and berth holders!

RNLI Ceilidh - Friday 25th August - from
8pm in the Regatta Marquee, with music by
the MacFadyen Sisters.
Always a fun night, and for a good cause!
Tickets £10pp from the LYH reception.

Band Night - Saturday 26th August, from
8pm in the Regatta Marquee
This event is FREE to competitors and berth
holders. Just come along and enjoy some
great music and dancing!

Ginfest! - Saturday 26th August, 2-6
pm, in the Regatta Marquee, with 10
artisan gin producers, learn all about how
their gins are made, where they come
from, meet the people behind the distillery
and best of all, taste their gin! Last pour
5:30 pm. Book your tickets here (tickets
£20pp).Online booking only.
(Strictly over 18’s only. ID may be required.)

America's Cup Dinner, Friday 1st
September, from 7pm in Largs SC
Clubhouse. This will have an America's
Cup theme, with talks from the people
who were in Bermuda to support the
racing first-hand! Tickets (£20) from LYH
reception.
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REGATTA WEEK - VOLUNTEERS - HELP, PLEASE!
We need your help to make this event happen! We'd really appreciate help as follows:








Thursday 17th August - basic check of flags, paperwork,
racing marks, anchors, RIB equipment etc
Thursday 24th August - assembly of racing marks,
anchor sets, paperwork, flag sets etc.
Friday 25 August - 10am - team of volunteers to take
chairs, tables, bins, etc into the marquee. Refreshments
provided outside the office at 11am.
Sat 26 Aug - 9am - team of volunteers to clear chairs
back out again
Sat 26 Aug - 6.30pm - chairs back into the marquee and
help to set up the bar again and prepare the place for
the band to set up
Mon 28 (TBC) - 10am - clear furniture out of the
marquee
Wednesday 30th Aug - 1030-1230 - championship
slipway clean, for the rowing regatta. It would be great
for LSC members to turn out to help our friends from the rowing club, who always muster
a super turnout of their members to help US clean our slipway for OUR events. Payback
time! Come along, and bring a hoe / spade / rake / brush. Julia will hopefully bribe us with
her chuck wagon of refreshments! For this item (only),
please contact Freddie Moran
(freddiemoran@btinternet.com, 01475 686213,
0759 531 4903) to volunteer.

Please contact Julia in the office (01475 670000 /
secretary@largssc.co.uk) if you can help with any of the above

RNLI LIFEJACKET CLINIC
Are your lifejackets SAFE? Your life could depend on them ….
Get your lifejackets tested and checked by the RNLI team outside
marina reception on Saturday 26th or Sunday 27th August, 10am
to 4pm. Find out more.

CLUB RACING // ASSISTED RACING
Club racing continues on Wednesday evenings, and
Sundays. Last Wednesday's racing in perfect
conditions had 25 boats out, including many younger
and less experienced members, which is great to see.
Come along and join in on Wednesday evenings racing really improves your dinghy sailing skills!
Juniors AND adults! No racing experience is required,
but you must be able to sail upwind, in control (RYA
level 3 and above). Meet, changed and rigged, by
6:30pm.
Before the racing starts, we will talk you through the
course, conditions and starting sequence so even if
you have never raced before you’ll know the ropes! During the race, we will have coaches on the
water racing themselves or be offering hints and tips in a following RIB. Use your own or LSTA
club boats. Contact Johnathan Briggs for more information - 07971 188358.
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JUNIOR SAILING - YOUTH SAILING WEEK
The recent Youth Sailing Week had a magnificent 41 young sailors, from complete novices to
race improvers, take part in a great week, including a picnic on Cumbrae:

Of course, all this only happens with huge input from the LSTA, the volunteer instructors,
and shore supporters, so many, many thanks to them!
Particular congratulations to 10 year old Eleanor Schofield, a complete beginner, who achieved
her Level 1 certificate, and was awarded Sailor of the Week!
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FRIDAY EVENING SOCIAL SAILING
Also helping to improve sailing is the Friday evening "social
sailing", where members of all ages and abilities can go for a (noncompetitive) and fun sail, in their own or club boats, with safety cover,
then debrief over a refreshment in the clubhouse! Many junior
members, and adult improvers, have been joining in. See here for
more details of the evenings.

SAILING - CRUISING
The July cruise in company saw five boats converging on Port Bannatyne over the weekend
of the Bute Art Festival, plus a pair of ferry hoppers - probably a less wild way to travel than for
those of us who sailed across on Friday or Saturday! Art and craft venues were enjoyed by
some of us, along with a sociable group meal in the Port Inn on the Saturday evening. Sunday
saw some of us drifting/motoring back to Largs, while others stayed on.

The mid August cruise in company was to Holy Loch, with 10 boats joining in - Voyager,
Whippersnapper, Sunshine, Inclination, Dayspring, Hannah Jane, Sheer Delight, Salterns
Nymph, Kaos, and Night Owl. Pre-dinner socialising overflowed Night Owl's cockpit, so the
overspill had to gather below. This was followed by an excellent group meal at the Holy Loch Inn
- particular thanks to landlord Craig and his team for coping so well with the numbers!
It was really good to see new faces join the more established regulars. Add to this some brisk
sailing conditions there and back, and a great time was had by all.
We still have a number of cruising events to look forward to:


the extended cruise in company, "round" the Mull of Kintyre, September 2nd-10th



the final cruise in company, 23rd-24th September



social evening, Saturday 14th October - members' review of their season, with buffet
supper. More details to follow. (Note - this is the w/e of the second hand boat shows.)

VHF channel changes coming soon! I'm sure all of us listen to the inshore forecasts relayed
by the coastguard. If you haven't already picked this up, the channels used will change from midmorning on Wednesday 6 September 2017. The Coastguard will no longer broadcast on VHF
23, 84 and 86. It will instead use VHF 62, 63 and 64. More information here.
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THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE


Clubhouse news - summer hours, pc in Lounge



Forthcoming social events; July and August 50:50 draws



RNLI lifeboat open day - Saturday 29th July



Coastal Rowers news; other dates for your diaries

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS - NOW SEVEN DAYS
We are now on full summer hours, open seven days, as below:
Monday, Tuesday

1830 - 2200

Wed - Thu - Fri

1200 - 2200

Saturday

1000 - 2200

Sunday

1200 - 1800

No alcohol before 1100 on Saturdays, and 1230 on Sundays
The bar will serve hot and cold drinks during these times.
Midweek snacks will be available from 12 – 2pm and after 4.30pm.
Last orders for food are 8pm Friday and 6pm Sunday.
Last orders 30 minutes before closing time.
(Advance Group Bookings required to keep staffing costs at a minimum)

The clubhouse will have restricted opening on the following dates:


August - Saturday 19th - private party in evening; Sunday 20th (after 3pm) - christening



September - Saturday 9th - private party in evening; Saturday 23rd - Ellen MacArthur
boat returns - evening function by invitation only.

FUTURE SOCIAL EVENTS
August:

- RNLI Ceilidh - Friday 25th (see page 2)
- LRW Ginfest and Big Band Night - Saturday 26th (see page 2)

September:

- America's Cup Dinner - Friday 1st (see page 2)
- Quiz Night - resume after the summer break - Friday 8th

October:

- Quiz Night - Friday 13th
- Cruising Group Social - Saturday 14th - all welcome
- Hallowe'en party, with kids' activities in HK Room - Saturday 28th

50:50 CLUB - JULY AND AUGUST DRAWS
The 50:50 Club asks members to take a £5 number in a monthly draw, with 50% of the income
being returned in prizes, and 50% being spent on "nice to have" items for the club e.g. the new
furniture, and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout Lounge. Join in - application forms are
available on the web site - download this application form, and standing order mandate.

1st - £60
2nd - £40
3rd - £30
4th - £20

July

August

Paul and Jean Turner
Margaret MacFadyen
Lynda McCree
Ken and Marjorie McClelland

Gerry Bruce
Wilson Malone
Tom MacFadyen
Matt Mochar
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LARGS RNLI LIFEBOAT OPEN DAY - SATURDAY 29th JULY
The weather was not very kind for the Open
Day, and the helicopter unfortunately couldn't
come, due to maintenance requirements, but
the fund raising team still managed to raise a
very impressive £1,355. MANY thanks to all
the Largs SC members who came along, and
contributed. All in a good cause!

FIRTH OF CLYDE COASTAL
ROWING CLUB
Come and support their regatta over
weekend of 2nd-3rd September (more
details here) - and help with the slipway
clean the previous Wednesday (see
page 3).

the

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES





Millport Country and Western Festival - 1st-3rd September - see here
Largs Viking Festival - 2nd-10th September - see here
Cumbrae Saltire swim - Sunday 10th September - see here
Ellen MacArthur Round Britain Challenge - welcome the boat back to Largs, Saturday
afternoon, 23rd September, after the final leg from Belfast. More information here.

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary
Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links:
LSC office: 01475 670000
LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022
LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk
LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk
LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc
FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here
Scottish Sailing Institute: see here

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk
LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/
LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta
LSC clubhouse weather: - see here
LSC webcam (slipway etc): - see here
LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here
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