LARGS SC NEWS - May/June 2017
Another bumper edition, with so much happening, on and off the water:


"social sailing" on a Friday evening for those who don't want to race etc



dinghy sailing - excellent turnouts at club racing, helped by the "assisted
racing" programme for younger and less experienced racers



report on DZero, Vortex and RS200 Open Meeting



Largs SC's RS:X windsurfer Andy Brown is RYA Youth Champion!



pictures and report from our younger members weekend with Ocean Youth
Trust Scotland's 72' ex round the world yacht Alba Explorer



cruising group - next cruise in company over late May Bank Holiday
weekend - meet 1000 Sat 27th May; summer c-in-c programme on web site



Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust crew set off on 4 month Round Britain Relay



clubhouse now open seven days



quiz nights now on summer break // May 50:50 winners



RNLI fund raising sponsored walk Monday 29th May



volunteers please for slipway cleaning, Wednesday 31st May



Land Rover / Ben Ainslie Racing Roadshow - see the new LR Discovery,
watch America's Cup on the big screen - Saturday 3rd June



other events in Largs and area e.g. Largs Live music festival 23-25 June,
Scottish opera afloat 24-25 June etc



interested is sea kayaking? Talk to our friends Castle Craigs Canoe Club

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more.
Gordon Cochrane
Membership Secretary

SAILING - SOCIAL SAILING - FRIDAY EVENINGS
Following suggestions at the
Development Day in January, we have
started "social sailing" on Friday
evenings, 1830-2000, to encourage
greater participation in dinghy sailing,
and use of our clubhouse.
We are providing safety support for
independent sailing, not instruction or
coaching, giving a safe environment for
any member wishing to sail outwith our
organised racing and training
programmes.
These evenings are open to all individual, family and junior LSC members who either have their
own boat or are approved helms for LSTA boats (or crew for someone who is).
The club will provide a coordinator and one RIB for safety cover. The RIB driver has absolute
discretion about whether to go afloat, and authority to cancel supported sailing if weather
conditions are deemed unsuitable. Members going afloat would be required to sign out and back
in, as for racing.
LSTA will provide boats for LSC members who don’t have access to their own boat and are
approved helms. A list of approved helms by boat type will be maintained with minimum
qualification RYA National Level 2 / Youth Stage 3 or equivalent.
The aim of this series is to encourage participation and have fun, using social media and the
foyer whiteboard to organise helms and crew. Member helms are permitted to bring along a nonmember (or non-sailing member) crew on a maximum of 2 occasions to encourage them to join.
Please contact Clare Russell for more details: clare5172@hotmail.com.

SAILING - CLUB RACING
We've had some great racing conditions in the last few weeks, and excellent turnouts, with over
30 boats on a recent Wednesday evening - see Andrew Malone's video of Martin Faulkner and
Bill Forsyth flat out in their RS200, and Bill Forsyth's pictures, below:

Club racing is now scheduled for Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings through until
September. All types of boats - from Topper dinghies to A Class catamarans - take part in these
races. All are welcome, and novices soon find their feet! Racing is the best way to improve your
sailing skills! More information and racing results on the club web site's Racing Page. Also the
Facebook page - search for "Largs Sailing Club Racing".
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SAILING - OPEN EVENTS
We hosted an Open Event for DZero, RS200 and Vortex dinghies on 20-21 May. with a total
of 25 boats taking part. As well as an excellent turnout of Largs SC sailors competitors, we had
sailors from the Forth, Cumbria, Yorkshire and as far away as Hertfordshire for the event!
Saturday was a busy day with the Open Meeting taking to the water into a light but improving, if
somewhat unstable, south to south westerly airstream as the Largs cadets came ashore from
their morning session. Four races were completed on Saturday under the direction of Race
Officer Rob Brown, whilst ashore and later afloat Dame Ellen MacArthur started Moonspray, the
flagship of the Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust, on her round Britain voyage from the balcony of
the LSC clubhouse, surrounded by a host of supporters and wellwishers, and afloat a fleet of
local boats including the two FoCCRC skiffs to send Moonspray on her way.

Gray skies and rain but with a more lively southerly wind opened proceedings on Sunday with
the rain gradually easing but not so the wind. Three acrobatic races were completed by early
afternoon, with the prizegiving taking place in the clubhouse thereafter.

Largs SC's Jon Basset headed the D-Zero fleet, with straight wins, and Phil Whitehead from
Yorkshire Dales SC took the honours in the Vortex class. In the RS200 fleet, which had 9 boats
from LSC competing, Brendan Lynch and Matt Morson from Port Edgar SC just pipped LSC's
Josh Kerr and Fenella Corlett. Full results here.
Our thanks are due to Howard Smallwood for organising and managing the event for LSC and to
all the support team, afloat and ashore, for making this triple class event such a success.
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ANDY BROWN - RYA YOUTH
CHAMPION - AGAIN!
Just too late for April's newsletter
was the fantastic news that Largs
SC windsurfer Andy Brown had
successfully defended his RYA
Youth Championship title at
Weymouth - with an almost
unprecedented 12 straight wins in
his RS:X fleet! Well done Andy!
Andy is now competing in the
senior championships in
Marseille, so best wishes to him follow him on FB - Andy Brown
Windsurfing.

SAILING - TRAINING - ASSISTED RACING
The very popular junior and adult sail training programme is now in full swing, with 80 juniors
and 5 adults participating. Many thanks to all the many volunteers who make this possible!!
NEW for this year - "assisted racing". To encourage
juniors and adults to progress from training to racing, which
crystallises many skills, the LSTA have introduced a
programme to help you, on Wednesday evenings. No
racing experience is required, but you must be able to sail
upwind, in control (RYA level 3 and above). Meet, changed
and rigged, by 6:30pm.
Before the racing starts, we will talk you through the course,
conditions and starting sequence so even if you have never
raced before you’ll know the ropes! During the race, we will
have coaches on the water racing themselves or be offering
hints and tips in a following RIB. Use your own or LSTA club
boats. Contact Johnathan Briggs for more information - 07971 188358).
Booking Training - You can book all LSTA training at https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta. You
must be a Largs SC member to take part in regular training, however non-members are very
welcome on short courses. Non-member course fees include temporary membership of the club.
Adults can offset their course fees against their first year's membership (full annual cost) if they
continue to sail with us.

LARGS SC YOUNGER MEMBERS
WEEKEND ON OYTS's ALBA
EXPLORER
A number of LSC younger members recently had a
great weekend on Alba Explorer, Ocean Youth Trust
Scotland's 72' ex round the world yacht - so a wee bit
bigger than a Topper!
Some comments from the crew:
 Beinn - "it was a great experience and I learnt lots
of new things. The instructors were very nice to
us, and I really enjoyed meeting people and
making new friends. The boat was massive
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compared to any boat I'd been on before. I'd definitely recommend everyone to give it a try"
Ben - "it was a fun weekend and exciting to meet new friends. It was good to re-cap on
knots. The boat was great, when I was helming I noticed it felt very different to my dinghy.
The crew were all nice and the food was delicious."
Eva and Eleanor - "on the 12th to 14th of May 2017 we, and a group of other young people
from Largs Sailing Club, were given the opportunity to go on Alba Explorer, a 72 ft yacht, for
the weekend with the OYT. The experienced volunteers were very kind and helpful, and had
a lot of knowledge which they passed on to us. The overall experience was great fun and
gave us skills that we can use now and in the future. We also gained our Start Yachting
Certificate, which we worked on during the weekend. We greatly recommended anyone who
wishes to learn about yacht sailing to go on a trip with the OYT, as it is amazing and a good
learning opportunity."

Bob Rutherford, long standing Largs SC member and a volunteer member of the afterguard on
the weekend added "We all had a great time on Alba Explorer at the weekend, including some
brisk upwind sailing on Sunday morning ,much to everyone's delight. The crew were very keen
especially to have a shot at steering ,which they all did well .Hoisting the huge heavy main sail
went very well, particularly in view of the age and light weight of the crew. All in all, the crew put
in lots of effort in running Explorer, which the OYT sea staff appreciated greatly. I am looking
forward to seeing the crew's comments on the trip!"
AIS tracks from the weekend:

Saturday - JWD, Greenock - Rothesay overnight Holy Loch

Saturday afternoon - passage to Holy Loch;
Sunday - tacking practice, and return to JWD
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SAILING - CRUISING
Some members are already out and about, up the west coast. For those still around Largs and
the Clyde, the next cruise in company will be the late May Bank Holiday weekend, Saturday
27th to Monday 29th May. Please meet in the clubhouse at 1000 Saturday 27th, when the
destination(s) will be decided.
The full summer programme is now on the cruising group page of our web site.
As noted in the April e-news, Marilyn Robertson has set up a Facebook page for the cruising
group (go to Facebook, and search for "Largs Sailing Club Cruising"). This has been set up as a
private group, which means that only members can see and make posts, and applications to join
need to be approved by a group member. As a private group, we can share cruising plans,
locations etc, without advertising to all and sundry we're not at home!
We've already had some great information shared e.g. re NAC moorings on Arran etc, Ulva,
Yotspot (Crinan Canal), and Oban (Kerrera) marina, which is now open again. Excellent news!
CLUB CRUISE - all boats - dinghies, keelboats, motor boats, kayakers, rowers etc - this
was suggested at the Development Day, and is scheduled for Sunday 11th June. Further
information on this will be e-mailed to members.
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CREWING OPPORTUNITY - Largs to the Mediterranean! We have been contacted by LYH
berth holder Tony Fox, looking for crew for to help take his Bavaria 45 Cruiser to the
Mediterranean, leaving 1st July, and sailing via Dublin, Lisbon, southern Spain etc. Contact him
on 07852 752141.
GREAT SEND-OFF FOR ELLEN MACARTHUR CANCER TRUST ROUND BRITAIN RELAY!
Some pictures from last
weekend's great LSC sendoff (huge crowd on our
balcony!) for the Ellen
MacArthur Cancer Trust
Round Britain relay, starting
with Ellen doing some
boatbuilding with our cadets!!
The five-month voyage will
see over 100 young people in
recovery from cancer take part
in the extraordinary challenge
- sailing around Britain in a
national relay, celebrating
achievement and realising
potential. The crews will visit
over 60 towns and ports with
activities planned in each port.
First stop is Glasgow, then
Oban, and up the Caledonian
Canal, and onwards. More
information on the EMCT web
site here.
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THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE


Clubhouse on summer hours, Quiz Nights now on summer break



May 50:50 draw, RNLI sponsored walk



Land Rover / Ben Ainslie Racing Roadshow



Events in Largs and area

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS - NOW SEVEN DAYS
We are now on full summer hours, open seven days, as below:
Monday, Tuesday

1830 - 2200

Wed - Thu - Fri

1200 - 2200

Saturday

1000 - 2200

Sunday

1200 - 1800
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No alcohol before 1100 on Saturdays, and 1230 on Sundays
The bar will serve hot and cold drinks during these times.
Midweek snacks will be available from 12 – 2pm and after 4.30pm.
Last orders for food are 8pm Friday and 6pm Sunday.
Last orders 30 minutes before closing time.
(Advance Group Bookings required to keep staffing costs at a minimum)

QUIZ NIGHT - SUMMER BREAK
Many thanks to Chris Nichol and Dawn Macrae for May's quiz. The picture round
was inspired, challenging us to identify 26 (A-Z) snippets of sweet and chocolate
wrappings!
As in previous years, we will now take a break until September, as so many
people will be away sailing, or on holiday etc.
50:50 CLUB - MAY DRAW
The 50:50 Club asks members to take a £5 number in a monthly draw, with 50% of the income
being returned in prizes, and 50% being spent on "nice to have" items for the club e.g. the new
furniture, and the larger "smart" tv in the Lookout Lounge. Join in - application forms are
available on the web site - download this application form, and standing order mandate.
May winners were:
1st - £60 - Gordon & Hazel Mowatt
2nd - £40 - Gordon Cochrane
3rd - £30 - Graeme Robertson
4th - £20 - Roderick Mackenzie
The next draw will be in June.
LADIES NIGHT - Friday 26th May (SOLD OUT - SORRY!!)
An evening of fizz and fashion, advertised in the e-mail on 6th May, is fully booked, so sorry …

RNLI FUND RAISING "MAY DAY" SPONSORED WALK
- MONDAY 29th MAY
Many thanks to all the LSC members who came along to a very
enjoyable fish and chips supper dance evening in Nardini's last
month, and contributed to the total amount raised of over £1200.
All for a very good cause!
There's a further fund raising effort this Monday, with a
sponsored walk from the Lifeboat Shed to the north of Largs
pier, to our clubhouse. Arrive at the boathouse in time to register
for the walk at 11:30. Long legs £2, little legs £1. Wellies are
optional - including yellow ones!
For sponsorship forms, contact Ann Cochrane, treasurer of the
RNLI Largs fundraising branch via
largssc.membership@gmail.com.
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LAND ROVER / BEN AINSLIE RACING AMERICA'S CUP ROADSHOW - Saturday 3rd June

HAVE A GREAT DAY OUT AT THE LAND ROVER BAR ROADSHOW!
To mark Land Rover BAR's Challenge to bring the America's Cup home to Britain, where it all
began in 1851, Land Rover have joined in partnership with the team's official charity, The 1851
Trust, to hold a series of complimentary Roadshows at sailing clubs across the country.
We are hosting the Scottish Roadshow,
which will provide the opportunity for children
of all abilities to get involved with sailing
sessions and other exciting on the water
activities, and also have the chance to learn
the ropes from double Olympic gold medal
winner, and former ISAF World Sailor of the
Year, Sarah Ayton.
Off the water, you can discover more about
Land Rover BAR's Challenge for the 35th
America's Cup with hands-on interactive experiences, relax and enjoy Land Rover's hospitality,
including the chance to experience the all-new LR Discovery, and see the new towing capability
in action.
America's Cup action will also be shown on a big screen in the car park.
It is sure to be a great day out for you and your family, so come along and get out on the water
and support the team as they strive to make sporting history.
This is an invitation-only event, exclusive to members of Largs Sailing Club and annual
berth holders at Largs Yacht Haven. Spaces are very limited, so register now by following
this link - https://www.lrbarroadshow.co.uk/BTA/. You then need to select your venue - Largs on
Saturday 3rd June is the only Scottish venue.
SLIPWAY CLEANING AND OTHER SET-UP TASKS - VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE!
In preparation for the BAR event, we need to clean the Championship Slipway. This will be on
Wednesday 31st May, from 10 am onwards. Julia's chuck wagon will provide coffees & cakes
for all volunteers. We do have some rakes and shovels but if you have your own please bring
along. Please meet over at the slipway any time after 10am.
Thursday 1st June 10am onwards - help needed for various jobs to set up for the event.
Please find Julia in the office to ask for a job which might include unloading boats from trailers,
putting up banners, tidying the dinghy park, prepping the clothing, and lots more e.g. making
refreshments for volunteers!
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OTHER EVENTS TO NOTE (courtesy LYH events page):

Saturday 17th June Gareloch One Design
Regatta

Friday 23rd - Sunday 25th June
- Largs Live!

This year’s musical
extravaganza in the town, with
These classic Clyde one
design yachts will be sailing 90+ gigs at various venues around
down the Firth from
Largs - everything from a two
Gareloch as part of their
piece drum duet to a 26 piece
Mid-Summer Race to Largs.
samba band!
These beautiful boats will
overnight at the Yacht
Haven before cruising back
on the Sunday.

For more information, visit
www.largslive.com

Sat 24th - Sun 25th June Scottish Grand Prix Of The Sea
The Grand Prix of the Sea will
return to Greenock in 2017!
Watch this great FREE event
from the Esplanade in Greenock powerboat and jet-ski racing, jetski freestyle displays, air displays
and stalls and interactive games
afloat and ashore.
For more information, visit
www.p1superstock.co.uk

Sat 24th - Sun 25th June -Scottish Opera on the Water
Two days of unique performances of operatic highlights on
converted pilot cutter MV Murray McDavid, moored in LYH.
Performances at 12 noon (Bubble McBea - for kids and
adults), then at 2 pm and 4 pm - Pirates of Penzance etc.
Entry is free, advance registration is required at marina reception.

CASTLE CRAIGS CANOE CLUB

Largs SC group members Castle Craigs Canoe Club is the longest established kayaking club in
Ayrshire, with summer evening sessions from our clubhouse on Tuesday evenings, 7-9pm.
Winter pool sessions are held on Thursday evenings at Auchenharvie Pool in Stevenson, 810pm.
The club caters for both sea and river kayaking, and offers both formal and informal coaching,
and regular club trips. Members can use (free) a wide range of club equipment, including a
variety of river and sea boats, paddles, helmets, buoyancy aids and neoprene spray decks.
Paddlers with a BC two star qualification or equivalent experience can join us on the sea any
Tuesday evening at Largs during the summer.
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( it may be possible to offer beginner coaching on the sea, instead of asking new starts to attend
winter pool sessions first)
Contact Sinclair Molloy on telephone 01294 829711 for further information, or see here.
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS
Subscriptions for 2017 are now rather overdue, so if you haven't paid (or not sure if you have
paid!), log into your account on WebCollect (https://webcollect.org.uk/largssc, then "renew
subscriptions"), using the e-mail address on which you receive this e-news, and password. Or
check with Julia or myself - largssc.membership@gmail.com.
A reminder please that if you are not renewing your membership, please let me know by
"replying" to this e-mail. This saves myself and Julia a lot of time (and hence the club's money which is your money!) in not having to spend time checking with you later in the season. Thanks!

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links:
LSC office: 01475 670000
LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022
LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk
LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk
LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc
FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk
LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/
LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta
Scottish Sailing Institute: see here
SSI webcam (LSC slipway etc) and weather - see here
LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here
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