
    
 

    
 

LARGS SC NEWS - February 2017 
 

Club Future - Development Day - Saturday 21st January 

A great turnout of over 60 members gathered to discuss many aspects affecting the 
club's future. The many ideas generated are now being assessed and prioritised by the 
executive committee for future action. 

 

Afloat: 

 two Largs SC members were winners at the recent RYA Scotland Awards: 

o Andy Brown, windsurfer - Young Sailor of the Year 

o Tom Thurlow - Official of the Year 

Former member Dan Smith was awarded Performance of the Year 

 very informative winter talk on Scottish Canals, and new developments at Tarbert, 

including a new facilities building 

 Barton Open Series starts Sunday 26th February; race officer and RIB courses 

 

Ashore, and social: 

 QUIZ NIGHT - this Friday, 10th February - Valentine theme! 

 Scottish Night, Saturday 25th February - book by Wednesday 22nd February 

 tribute to honorary member May Murray 

 Largs Yacht Haven scoops UK Marina of the Year award! 

 subscription renewals - many members already renewed; family and individual 

members can still renew by monthly direct debit if they make "catch-up" payments 

 

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more. 
 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary
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CLUB FUTURE - DEVELOPMENT DAY 

Over 60 members of all ages, and from all the many 

interests within the club, took part in our Club 

Development Workshop Day on 21st January, discussing 

ideas around several main themes - on the water, 

families, younger members, skills, volunteering, 

communications and marketing, and revenue. 

   

   

Many ideas were suggested, and are available on the publications page of our web site. These 

are now being collated and prioritised for action by the executive  committee. Further updates 

will be made in future e-news bulletins. 

 

SAILING 

RYA SCOTLAND AWARDS FOR LARGS SC MEMBERS! 

Largs SC had two members taking top spots in their categories at the recent RYA Scotland 

Awards ceremony in the Glasgow Science Centre. 

   

Windsurfer Andy Brown was Youth Sailor of the Year. Andy is 17, studying Naval 

Architecture, and is the 2016 Youth Champion in his RSX. He was also an excellent 10th in the 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/club/publications
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U19 at the Worlds in Cyprus, and 8th at the ISAF Youth World Championships in New Zealand. 

Andy's next major event is in Palma, and is aiming to transition to senior level in time for the 

Aarhus World Cup in 2018. Follow Andy on his Facebook page, Andy Brown 

Windsurfing. (Andy's photos - Nick Dempsey, others - Marc Turner.) 

Tom Thurlow, an instructor at Cumbrae watersports centre, was Official of 

the Year. Tom spends a lot of his spare time as a volunteer, assisting in 

officiating at major events around the UK and at Largs SC. He also provides 

great support and mentoring to those less experienced wishing to get 

involved in race official roles. 

   

Also shortlisted for awards were LSC members David Kent for Official of the Year, above left in 

race officer mode (he also of course races with brother Ian in their catamaran Drookit, and is the 

SSI manager), and Chris Nichol and Dawn Macrae for Volunteers of the Year - above right in 

action in their Flying Dutchman. 

Former member Dan Smith, who learned to sail at LSC, won Performance of the Year for his 

achievement in skippering Derry~Londonderry~Doire to second overall in the Round the World 

Clipper Race. 

More information and pictures on all the above on the RYAS web site, here. 

 

DINGHY RACING (from Howard Smallwood) 

The Barton Open Series for members and visitors starts on Sunday 26th February, for six 

weeks. Racing starts at noon, with two races per day. For visitors, the entry fee includes boat 

parking for the duration of the event. Full information is on our web site, here. 

During this series, there could be a race officer training day on Saturday 18th March, and a 

RIB instructor course on 11-12-13the March (to be confirmed). 

 

WINTER TALK - SUNDAY 5th FEB - SCOTTISH CANALS 

Over 40 members attended a very informative presentation by Donna Mallan, Scottish Canals 

Customer Services Manager, Joe Murphy, Crinan Canal Waterways Manager, and Kirsten 

Henderson, Tarbert Harbour Business Development Coordinator. They covered the history of 

the Crinan Canal, and current facilities of the Crinan, Caledonian, and Lowland Canals, including 

discounts for groups transiting together, and the new services with Yot Spot for assisted 

passage, restaurant, showers, chandlery, bike hire etc - see www.theyotspot.com/. 

http://www.rya.org.uk/scotland/news-events/pages/articlewrapper.aspx?pageUrl=/newsevents/news/Pages/rya-scotland-annual-awards.aspx
http://www.largssc.co.uk/node/351
http://www.theyotspot.com/
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Scottish Canals are also running a competition with a prize valued at over £400 - return transit 

of the Crinan Canal, berthing in Tarbert (2x2 night stays; 4 total), and a £50 Voucher for Starfish 

Restaurant, Tarbert Voucher for Yotspot, Ardrishaig Voucher for Seafood Bar at Crinan Hotel. 

To enter, go to www.scottishcanals.co.uk/winsailingadventure. The competition will run until 

March 31st. 

Kirsten then spoke about activities and planned developments at Tarbert, including the news 

that the wi-fi has been upgraded, and construction of the new facilities building will start after 

the 2017 Scottish Series, and will be ready for the 2018 season. The harbour staff will then 

move into the existing toilet and showers block. Tarbert also welcomes and encourages cruising 

in company, with a 10% discount for groups of 4 or more boats, and can help in event planning. 

There will be a further afternoon focussing on safety afloat, as we have been gifted an out of 

date life raft, which will be opened to “experience” what is looks and feels like. 

The dates of further talks will be published on the web site, Facebook, and in the e-news, so 

watch out for these. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS - PAYMENT BY MONTHLY DIRECT DEBIT 

There has been an excellent response from members to the request for subscription renewals, 

with about half of the total subscription monies being received. This is invaluable to us, as other 

sources of income are low over the winter, and the bills still have to be paid! 

About a dozen family and individual members have taken advantage of the trial of paying their 

subscriptions by monthly direct debit. If any other family or individual members who haven't yet 

renewed wish to change to monthly DD's, you can still do this, providing that you make up for the 

monthly payments you have missed. (WebCollect takes payments on the first of the month, so 

you will have missed the January and February payments by the time you see this, and we 

require all renewing members to make 12 payments through 2017.) Please contact Julia to 

discuss and arrange. 

If you are not renewing your membership, please let me know by "replying" to this e-mail. This 

saves myself and Julia a lot of time (and hence the club's money - which is your money!) in not 

having to spend time checking your intentions later in the season. Thanks! 

http://www.scottishcanals.co.uk/winsailingadventure
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THE SOCIAL SIDE / ASHORE 

 February quiz THIS FRIDAY - Valentine Theme! 

 Scottish Night - Saturday 25th February 

 January 50:50 draw 

 May Murray; David Robertson 

 First Aid Course - Sunday 19th March 

 NEW DOOR ENTRY CODE 

 Largs Yacht Haven - UK Marina of the Year 

   

FEBRUARY QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 10th FEBRUARY - VALENTINE THEME! 

The regular winter quiz nights continue THIS FRIDAY, with our friends from 

the Coastal Rowing Club setting the questions. 

Come and eat beforehand - book with Avril on 01475 670022 (answerphone), 

or by e-mail on club-steward@largssc.co.uk. 

Quiz nights continue on the second Friday of the month - 10th March etc. 

Dates will be confirmed on the e-news, and on our web site,. 

 

SCOTTISH NIGHT - SATURDAY 25th FEBRUARY, 7 for 7:30pm 

A relaxed evening with Scottish-themed food and inhouse entertainment 

provided by club stalwarts. Starting with a nod to Burns, the haggis will be 

piped in at 7:30 by Mr Bob Randall and addressed by Mr George 

Hutchinson. Our MC Bob Byers will then introduce a surprising array of 

talent from your own club membership, with music, singing, and recital 

already promised during an excellent meal. Booking essential for this 

popular event. 

The entertainers list is now pretty full, but if anyone has a burning desire to 

do a turn, especially younger members - contact Marilyn Lord, 

marilyn@westlord.co.uk, 01294 829286. 

For reservations e-mail club-steward@largssc.co.uk, or purchase tickets at the bar. 

PLEASE BOOK (e-mail preferred) by Wednesday 22nd February to ensure your reservation. 

 

50:50 CLUB - JANUARY DRAW 

The winners drawn at the January quiz night were: 

   1st - £60 - Ann Low 

   2nd - £40 - Marilyn Robertson 

   3rd - £30 - Gordon Cochrane 

   4th - £20 - Chris Nichol 

The next draw will be at quiz night on Friday 10th February. 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/
mailto:marilyn@westlord.co.uk
mailto:club-steward@largssc.co.uk
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MAY MURRAY; DAVID ROBERTSON 

We very much regret to announce the passing of honorary member May Murray, aged 91, and a 

member since the 1960's. May wasn't herself really a sailor, but she did sterling work in the 

kitchen of our previous clubhouse in John Street, and was active in many other aspects of the 

club's social side. She also took a keen interest in the club's affairs, attending AGM's, often 

asking perceptive questions. Her son Laurence and daughter Lindsey were both cadets 

(Laurence was cadet captain in 1974/5) and 

both sailed the family Shearwater catamaran 

Narolik with her late husband Jimmy. Jimmy 

will also be remembered by many older 

members, including driving the club's heavy 

wooden rescue boat Monsoon (hence the call 

sign for the club's race control!). The brass 

burgee in the entrance hall of our present 

clubhouse was presented by May in memory 

of Jimmy, who died in 1977. This burgee used 

to be on the bar gates of our John Street 

clubhouse. 

Outwith the club, she was also very active in 

the community, making soup for many years 

for the AD Cameron Age Concern centre in 

Largs, and as honorary secretary to Haylie 

House Residential Home. 

May is pictured right, cutting her 91st birthday 

cake last September. 

Our sincere condolences to Laurence, Lindsey, their families, and friends. 

May's funeral is at noon on Monday 20th February at Holmsford Bridge Crematorium, Dreghorn, 

KA11 4EF, and thereafter at Largs Sailing Club. 

We are also very sad to announce the death of former member David Robertson, aged 82. 

David joined the club in 2007, and was often seen around the marina, working on his beloved 

Hallberg Rassy Startrek. Again, sincere condolences to his family and friends.  

 

FIRST AID COURSE - SUNDAY 19th MARCH 

If the worst happens, do you know (and have the confidence) what to do? 

You could save someone's life - your partner's, your crew, another sailor - or 

even someone in the street or home. 

The next first aid course is in mid March. For more information, and to book, 

see https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta/event/rya-first-aid-course. 

 

https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta/event/rya-first-aid-course


7 

 

LARGS YACHT HAVEN - UK MARINA OF THE YEAR! 

 

     
 

Largs Yacht Haven has been voted by UK boat owners as the UK Coastal Marina of the Year, 

and LYH director Carolyn Elder is pictured above at the recent London Boat Show receiving the 

award on behalf of the LYH team, with other Yacht Havens Group members - Stephen Bennie, 

Troon, Rupert Wagstaff, Lymington, Carolyn Elder, Largs, and Jonathan Cook, Lymington. 

Carolyn would like to thank all LSC members who voted for Largs Yacht Haven. 

 

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS 

Saturday 1100 - 1700 

Sunday 1200 - 1700 

We will open on Friday evenings for quiz nights and other functions as required. 

 

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary 

 

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 

 

LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

SSI webcam (LSC slipway etc) and weather - see here  

LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here 

 

mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
http://www.firthofclydecoastalrowingclub.com/
mailto:info@lsta.org.uk
http://www.lsta.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssta
http://scottishsailinginstitute.com/
http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/about/live-weather
http://www.yachthavens.com/largs/our-haven/web-cam/

