
    
 

    
 

LARGS SC NEWS - Sept 2016 
 

Headlines / dates for your diaries: 

 Largs Regatta Week - full report on Cumbraes weekend, Hems 
Kalis series, two handed race, rowing regatta etc: 

 Cadet Regatta - this weekend - Sunday 18th September only 

 Natalie McWilliams is Scottish Windsurfing Champion // Largs SC 
RS200's at the Nationals (full reports next month) 

 Saltire Swim - Saturday 17th September, 3 p.m. - please take care 
if crossing race area 

 Final cruise in company - 24/25 September 

 Volunteers needed for RYAS Zone Championships - 24/25 
September - can you help? 

 RYA Shorebased Navigation Classes - information and enrolment 
evening, Monday 26th September 

 Finlay Forsyth, Largs SC Honorary Commodore - a tribute 

 clubhouse opening hours - moving to autumn hours - weekend 
opening 

 quiz night - Friday 14th October.  50:50 winners 

 Ladies Pop-Up Boutique Shopping and Beauty Night - Friday 
28th October 

 Hallowe'en Party - Saturday 29th October 

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more. 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary 
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LARGS REGATTA WEEK - SATURDAY 27th AUGUST to SUNDAY 4th SEPTEMBER  

The club's major event for keelboats, 
dinghies and catamarans, and sponsored by 
Caledonian MacBrayne, began with light 
winds for the opening Cumbraes Weekend. 

On Saturday, 43 keelboats competed "around the cans", north of Cumbrae, and 41 dinghies 
raced in the Largs Channel. On Sunday, the lighter winds determined that there was only one 
lap of Cumbrae, with some boats struggling to make the line as the wind died. LSC's Ian and 
David Kent took class honours in their catamaran "Drookit", and Robbie Burns and Vicki 
Simpson were "yacht of the weekend" in their RS200. Full results on the SSI web site, here. 

   

 

   

Pictures - top and bottom - Marc Turner, PFM Pictures; centre Gordon Cochrane 

http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/events/year/2016
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The midweek 100 Guineas Series was a windy affair, with 25+kts recorded on all the race 
evenings! Largs SC's David and Ian Kent in their Hurricane 5.9SX scooped the 100 Guineas in 
the dinghy fleet, and the Etchells Excalibur picked up the 100 Guineas in the keelboat fleet. Well 
done all, especially the Largs SC younger sailors who took all the podium places in the Slow 
Handicap Dinghy Fleet - Innes Stewart 1st, Christopher Kilgour 2nd, and Alastair Khaliq 3rd. 

Saturday's two handed race for keelboats 
began with brisk southerly winds, which got 
the yachts off to a good start for the 50 
entries. Five yachts in Class 1 entered the 
long course anticlockwise around Arran of 
about 80 nm, while the remaining classes 
sailed around Holy Isle and back to the 
marina, around 40 nm. As the day wore on, 
the winds gradually died, leaving many yachts 
still close to Arran struggling to make 
headway against a turning tide. The first boat 
back on the short course was Local Hero, 
from RGYC (pictured left), taking just over 6 

hours. The failing wind and ebb tide meant many subsequent retirements, as darkness fell. 

On the long course, two boats retired, with the last of the three finishers "Saboo", helmed by Jim 
McIlwraith with crew Angus Scott (Euroyachts at Largs YH) finishing the latest at 03:19 am on 
Sunday morning, after 17 hours 39 minutes! Jim and Angus won on corrected time. 

Also on Saturday, the Hems Kalis Dinghy Series started off windy, then the breeze eased off to 
provide a test in all conditions. Congratulations to Robbie Burns and Vicki Simpson who took the 
Fast Handicap Class win and Innes Stewart who won the Slow Handicap Class in what was a 
tightly fought series in both classes. 

Overall prizes were as follows (full results on the SSI web site, here): 

 Yacht of the Week:   Nemo 4, Andy Malcolm 

 Dinghy of the Week:   RS200 1254, Robbie Burns & Vicki Simpson 

 Long Race Line Honours:   Warrior, Ross Fullarton and Alan Moss 

 Most Venerable Crew:   Mallie, Ken McClelland and Tom MacFadyen 
 Best Performing Family Crew:   Farr E Nuff, John and Alastair Kent (father and son) 

 

Alistair Henderson , Director of Harbours at CalMac, addressed the Prize Winners at a 
ceremony on Sunday morning. Before the prizes were awarded, a cheque for £500 was 
presented to the Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust, the proceeds of late entry fees, and a raffle held 
at the Regatta Dinner last Friday. With an office at the Marina, the Trust aims to empower 
children recovering from cancer by introducing them to the joys of sailing. 

 

http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/events/year/2016
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FIRTH OF CLYDE COASTAL ROWING CLUB REGATTA - SATURDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 

   

This began in challenging conditions, with a stiff southerly wind (and rain!) making conditions 
difficult for the 9 competing skiffs in the 2km races in the morning, on the course from the 
championship slipway, past the Pencil, to Cairnie's Quay and back. Teams from Arran, Troon, 
Carrick, Cumbrae, Irvine (Scottish Maritime Museum), Newburgh on Tay (Fife), and North 
Berwick, plus the two Largs skiffs, took part. Additionally, rowers from Royal West (Greenock), 
St Ayles (Anstruther), Prestwick, Girvan and Broughty Ferry came along to jump into any skiffs 
that had empty seats to make up teams. 

 

Conditions were better for the afternoon's 500 metre sprint races, and the Largs FoCCRC junior 
team won their event by a minute. Otherwise, most of the silverware went to the North Berwick 
teams, who had also triumphed last year. There were plenty of spectators watching ashore, and 
taking an interest in the boats. 

 

 

CLUB RACING (from Howard Smallwood, dinghy racing convenor) 

The latter part of the season has been disrupted by the Osprey/Laser weekend, Optimist 
Championships and, as per usual, holidays! Nevertheless active racing numbers have continued 
to improve over previous years. Wednesday evening races are the most popular. We have had 
30 boats out on one occasion - this including 10 cadets. Boat numbers on Sundays are generally 
in the high teens, but have dropped below ten at peak holiday times. 

The cadet involvement has breathed some new life into the racing - and they are clearly 
improving rapidly with some excellent results. 

Three dinghy classes are predominant - RS200s, DZeros and a range of Lasers. The rest of the 
fleet is a mixed bag. Catamaran turnouts have been slightly disappointing with not enough 
numbers to warrant a separate class - the success of catamarans in a mixed fleet is very much 
weather dependent and rarely fair either way. 
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The change to an earlier 11am Sunday start has had mixed reviews - we will assess it again 
later this season. 

Thanks again to Stuart Moss for organising the Dutyman system and overseeing the Sailwave 
results programme, also to our prime Race Officer team of Ken Wilson and Janet McCarlie 
who have undertaken the majority of Wednesday evening events. 

Finally, as one of the club's few on-the-water observers - I would like to praise the club's 
Optimist Mark Laying team who gave an extremely professional and good humoured 
performance during the event. 

 

EVENTS (from Freddie Moran) 

We have a few weeks to draw breath between the major 
commitments of the Optimist Nationals, and Regatta Week - 
both very successful, with fantastic feedback from 
competitors, supporters, and visiting race officials, due in no 
short measure to our great volunteers! Thanks one and 
all!! 

All the kit has to be sorted and stowed after the events, and 
some jobs are cushier than others! Particular thanks to our 
friends in the Firth of Clyde Rowing Club, for all their help at events. 

We now look forward to our next big event, the RYA Scotland Zone Championships, on 
September 24th/25th, with about 100 young sailors expected. Thereafter, we host the RYAS 
Champion of Champions on 22-23 October (30 boats), and the RYAS Winter Championships on 
3-4 December. All help appreciated! Contact David Kent or myself. 

 

CADET REGATTA - SUNDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 

The closure of the main A78 coast road at the north end of Largs last weekend forced the 
rearrangement of the cadet regatta to this coming weekend, on Sunday only, because of the 
Saltire Swim on Saturday. All cadets and parents should already have received notification of 
the new timetable, and registered for the day. If you haven't registered, contact Julia as soon as 
possible (secretary@largssc.co.uk). 

 

SALTIRE SWIM - SATURDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 

The annual Saltire Swim will start from the Cumbrae Watersports Centre at about 3 p.m., and 
the swim across to the finish at our slipway should take 40 minutes or so for the faster 
swimmers, and up to 90 minutes for the slower ones. The swimmers will be escorted by safety 
boats, but if you are transiting the course, please keep a sharp lookout! 

 

NATALIE McWILLIAMS - 

SCOTTISH WINDSURFING CHAMPION! 

  

RS 200 NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIPS, PENZANCE 

 

Not enough space this month, so full reports on these in the October newsletter!
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CRUISING GROUP - FINAL CRUISE 24th/25th SEPTEMBER (from Marilyn Robertson) 

The end of another season approaches, after a successful weekend programme, despite 
challenging weather conditions. Extended cruising has been more “virtually” in company as club 
boats travelled extensively during May and June and kept cruising group members updated on 
pontoon, mooring and onshore developments all along the West Coast and Ireland by e-mail. I 
intend summarising much of this in our own guidance/information notes on cruising for the 
website during the winter.  

The final weekend cruise in company is 24th/25th September, which Stan and Vivienne Petrie 
(Dayspring V) have offered to coordinate. I will be in touch via the distribution list nearer the time 
to confirm details. 

This year’s cruising log competition is NOW OPEN for submissions. It is my aim to gather an 
impartial judging panel and announce the winner at the Halloween supper on October 29th. So, 
please send me you logs for the competition by FRIDAY OCTOBER 14th. As for last year, there 
will also be a prize for “Blooper of the Year”  so do feel free to send your confessions too! and I 
will undertake a review of the season and how we might do things differently (or not!) next 
season 

Editor's addition - there are at least three items of interest to cruising sailors (sail and power) in 
the September edition of the RYA on-line newsletter: 

 how to avoid the top five insurance claims - see here 

 carbon monoxide dangers - see here 

 new edition of the RYA Powerboat Handbook - see here 

 

RYA SHOREBASED COURSES - RYA Day Skipper / Coastal Skipper / Yachtmaster 
Offshore - enrolment evening Monday 26th September 

The registration and information evening for 
both courses will be at 7pm on Monday 
26th September at Largs Sailing Club. 
Courses are taught by sportscotland 
Cumbrae instructors, and start the following 
week, running for 20 weeks, 7- 9pm, over 
the winter period. 

The cost of each course is £250 (includes 
RYA packs). 

RYA ‘Day Skipper Shorebased’ Course 
runs Mondays 7 - 9pm. 
This course provides a sound introduction to 
navigation, chart work and other aspects of boating. 

RYA ‘Coastal Skipper + Yachtmaster Offshore’ course runs Wednesdays 7- 9pm. 
This course includes exams and is for more experienced sailors with an understanding of the 
principles introduced at Day Skipper level. 

To register, please contact Cumbrae: 01475 530 757, or e-mail: 
cumbraecentre@sportscotland.org.uk, or come along on the registration night. Course 
participants will receive a voucher for 10% off a future course at Cumbrae. 

 

LARGS YACHT HAVEN NEWS (from Carolyn Elder) 

The Yacht Haven has recently been inspected to renew its TYHA 5 Gold Anchor certification, 
and we are entered into the Marina of the Year 2017 Awards. You can vote for LYH on line, 
here, or in the office. 

http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/e-newsletters/inbrief/Pages/top-five-boat-insurance-claims.aspx?utm_campaign=In+Brief+September+2016+-+Non+Member&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/maib-issues-love-for-lydia-carbon-monoxide-safety-bulletin-.aspx?utm_campaign=In+Brief+September+2016+-+Non+Member&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=
http://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/news/Pages/new-edition-of-rya-powerboat-handbook-available-now.aspx?utm_campaign=In+Brief+September+2016+-+Non+Member&utm_source=emailCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=
mailto:cumbraecentre@sportscotland.org.uk
http://www.which-marina.com/MOTY/
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THE SOCIAL SIDE - CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS etc 

Many of the season's main activities are now over, so we are modifying our bar 
opening hours to reflect this: 

   Remainder of September*: - Friday - 1700 to 2300** 

      - Saturday - 10:00 to 23:00** 

      - Sunday - 10:00 to 20:00 

   From Monday 3rd October: - Saturday - 1200 to 1700 

       - Sunday - 1000 to 1700 

   Friday evenings: - open for quiz nights and social functions - see the Socials tab 
   on the LSC web site. 

   The bar will serve hot and cold drinks, and bar meals, during these times (no alcohol on 
    Saturdays before 11:00, and Sundays before 12:30). 

      * - open Monday 12th and Thursday 15th September for extra LSTA training evenings. 

      ** If the bar is quiet, the staff will close at 20:30. 

The clubhouse will be open every day, with hot drinks available from the vending 
machine. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY, 14th OCTOBER 

The nights are drawing in, and quiz nights have resumed after their 
summer break. The next quiz is (as usual) on the second Friday in the 
month, on 14th October. Then 11th November, 16th December etc. 

Why not make an evening of it, and eat beforehand? Book with Avril at 
club-steward@largssc.co.uk, or (answerphone) 01475 670022. 

Volunteers for quizmaster - we are always looking for volunteers to set 
the questions - and maybe get your revenge on all the too difficult / too easy 
/ too many soap opera/film/sport / not enough "young" questions etc. If you fancy a bash, please 
contact Alex West, alex@westlord.co.uk, 01294 829286, or 07793 264518. 

 

50:50 CLUB - AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER DRAWS (from Eileen Mochar) 

Each month many club members invest £5 per number in this draw, which can win monthly cash 
prizes of £60, £40, £30 or £20. These sums represent basically half of the money currently 
collected, and the rest is used to improve the clubhouse experience for all members. 

In the last 3 years or so, equipment has been bought for the kitchen, as well as the new Lookout 
Lounge furniture. Winners are sent a cheque after the draw and names intimated in the e-news - 
see below for the August and September winners!.  

As a Club supporter you are invited to apply for 1 or more numbers by filling in the application 
form and standing order mandate available for downloading from the web site's publication page. 
Please put these, duly completed, in the office. 

  August September 

1 £60 Sarah Goldie Ken Leitch 

2 £40 Dennis Cook May Murray 

3 £30 George McCree Dennis Cook 

4 £20 Liz Colquhoun Gordon Cochrane 

 

 

Newsletter compiled by Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/socials
http://www.largssc.co.uk/club/publications
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Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 

 

LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

SSI webcam (LSC slipway etc) and weather - see here  

LYH webcam (view over E/F pontoon) – see here 

 

 

Finlay Forsyth, Honorary Commodore, Largs SC - a tribute (see over) 

mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
http://www.firthofclydecoastalrowingclub.com/
mailto:info@lsta.org.uk
http://www.lsta.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssta
http://scottishsailinginstitute.com/
http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/about/live-weather
http://www.yachthavens.com/largs/our-haven/web-cam/
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Finlay Forsyth - 1928-2016 
 

We very much regret to announce the death of our Honorary 
Commodore and long standing member (62 years!) Finlay Forsyth, 
on 16th August. 

Finlay was born in Ardrossan, and after school, studied civil 
engineering at the Royal College of Science and Technology (later 
Strathclyde University) in Glasgow. From there, he joined Babtie, 
Shaw & Morton, architects and engineers, in Glasgow, latterly 
holding a very senior position. His speciality was water engineering, 
and one of the many projects he worked on was the Kielder Dam, 
the largest artificial lake in the UK, completed in 1981. 

We don't know what kindled Finlay's passion for sailing, but he 
joined Largs SC in 1954, when the club sailed from Cairnie's Quay, 
at the bottom of John Street. Sailing and rowing dinghies (tenders) 
were kept on the beach, or the grass of the Broomfields, and many 
boats were out on moorings in the bay. The "clubhouse" was the 
old stable block behind the Marine and Curlinghall Hotel - where 
the present Curlinghall flats are. (This is long before the marina of Largs Yacht Haven, of course! 
The John Street clubhouse wasn't built until 1964, then the club subsequently moved to the 
Yacht Haven in 1999, in the present clubhouse.) 

He was soon, with Margaret Highet, very involved in developing our younger members,  and 
many of our older current members can trace their love of sailing back to the 1950's and 60's, 
when Finlay and Maggie were the drivers of cadet training, just "doing it" - long before the 
current RYA programmes had been developed. True pioneers! 

Cadets of that era included Bob and John Byers, Brian Anderson, Brian Clark, Iain Malone, 
Ronnie Wilson, Jackie Pearson, Liz Pearson (nee Gurton), Shona Robertson, Noble Young's 
three daughters (Castle Hotel), "Mick" (Iain) McCallum (Elderslie Hotel - where the first 
clubhouse was built, in 1964), John Currie, Fiona Currie (nee Harvie), Ronnie Forrest, Bruce 
Davidson, Valerie and Hilary Fleming (later Aikman and Connelly respectively), Marna McLellan 
(now Howie), Pamela MacKay (now Norrie), and Gordon Cochrane. Many of those are still 
sailing today, and passing on the skills learned from Finlay (and Maggie) to family and friends. 
We are their legacy … 

Finlay was instrumental in buying the first cadet training boat, an Albacore named C-Goon, after 
the popular Goon Show on the radio at the time, and many of us first learned to sail on C-Goon. 
Finlay would also make his beloved Loch Long, "Theme", LL31, with its blue hull and distinctive 
yellow sails, available to the cadets. He would also take cadets aboard on the Saturday racing, 
and, along with other Loch Long owners such as Ted Pierpoint and Duncan Currie, even venture 
north to the exotic destination of Royal Gourock for Loch Long Week. 

The highlight of the cadet season was the annual evening Cadet BBQ which was held either in 
Balloch Bay or White Bay, dependant on the prevailing conditions. Borrowed dinghies would be 
rowed or sailed over, shepherded by Findlay in the original "Monsoon", the club's heavy wooden 
rescue boat. Once darkness fell, Findlay would endeavour to round up the attendees, many of 
whom would be scattered amongst the bushes. A rough headcount would be taken on arriving 
back at Cairnie's Quay. No tallies in those days, but nobody was lost! Another memory from a 
former cadet (now a grandmother) recalls a lecture from Finlay on under-age drinking! 

Racing on Theme was sometimes more dramatic than intended - he managed to sink her in one 
race, but she was refloated, to compete on many more occasions. 

Finlay was often beachmaster for the major events the club hosted, but sometimes the 
preparations were a bit fraught. Maybe Finlay's engineering background made him want to be 
unnecessarily precise. One exercise to mark out Optimist sized spaces on the grass of the 
Broomfields might still be in progress if a more pragmatic approach hadn't been imposed on him! 
For another event, the beach had to be cleared of large stones, and "runways" prepared. The 
work party sweated away for a couple of hours and all looked good, then, as the sun set, Finlay 
looked again from the HW mark and declared that it was "all wrong", and would have to be 
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moved. 30 seconds later he was alone, and the work party was in the bar. Anyway, despite all 
this, everything ran smoothly at the events, with Finlay leading from the front, launching and 
hauling boats back up the pebble beach, much appreciated by all the competitors. 

He was a regular and enthusiastic participant in the club's social activities, and memories include 
Scottish Nights, when Finlay, resplendent in full highland regalia, could be heard above the 
music counting his dance numbers as he performed the complicated manoeuvres in Scottish 
Country Dancing. 

Finlay was elected Club Commodore in 1977, and was later elected Honorary Commodore. He 
played an important role steering the club through the sometimes difficult period around the 
building of the new clubhouse. 

He was also a long standing member of Fairlie Yacht Club, joining in its founding year of 1961. 
He was elected an Honorary Life Member in 2008, one of only seven currently so honoured. 

Additionally, Finlay was a past Commodore of the Loch 
Long One Design Owners Association, who send their 
condolences to the friends and relatives of Finlay. They add 
that Finlay did much to develop links between the Clyde 
and Alde, he was a stalwart of the Largs fleet, and is 
probably the longest continuous owner of a Loch Long. He 
owned "Ripple" (8) for several years in the 1950's before 
buying "Theme" (31).  When coloured sails became 
available, Finlay opted for distinctive yellow sail for 
"Theme"! They remember his wise words at meetings, and 
will miss Finlay and his wonderful voice. 

Away from sailing, he was involved in the Scouts in 
Ardrossan, as a senior Rover Scout and Venture Scout 

leader, through the 60's into the 70's. 

Finlay lived for many years in Fairlie, in his distinctive stone and pinewood house (appropriately 
named "Pine House"), originally built for a lady artist, hence the large windows. In retirement, he 
very much enjoyed sitting up in "The Bridge", where he would read, or just watch all the activity 
in the bay. He was a keen gardener, enjoying pottering, and picking raspberries and 
gooseberries for his evening meals. 

He was a passionate motor cycle enthusiast and toured all over the UK and Europe on his BMW 
motor bike, which he was still riding until quite late in life. On one occasion, his European travels 
included packing a dinner suit to ensure entry to a particular establishment. Who knows where - 
maybe Monte Carlo? 

He was also an enthusiastic supporter of the Edinburgh International Festival, spending much of 
August and September in Edinburgh at concerts and other events. 

Finlay was a friend to many, a great friend of sailing and Clyde Yachting in particular, an 
encourager and teacher in respect of sailing, a real gentleman, and a gentle man, always willing 
to help others, and good company to all ages. 

Gordon Cochrane, Membership Secretary, 30.8.16. 

Compiled from contributions by Ronnie Forrest, Bob Byers, Ted Flannigan, Ken McClelland, 
Mike Johnston, Tom Watson, Martin Maiden, and Jimmy Letton, and the Loch Long Owners 
Association. 

 


