
     
 

LARGS SC NEWS - 20th February 2015 
 
Headlines in this edition of the e-news: 

 cruising group winter talk - Sunday 22nd February - confessions 
of a coastguard, and boat surveying experience 

 Scottish Night - Saturday 28th February - food and fun! 

 50:50 winners in February - it could be you next month! 

 dinghy racing restarts Sunday 8th March 

 BMF trade event same day - new kit, cruising in Scotland etc 

 quiz nights - Friday 13th March, 10th April etc 

 quiz co-ordinator - volunteer required - also help with publicity, 
please 

 Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust fundraiser - Saturday 28th March 

 LSTA enrolment evening Thursday 23rd April - pre-register on 
line from 1st March (don't be disappointed, as some returning 
members were last year ..) 

 special introductory offer to junior trainee parents of low cost 
joint house membership 

 all junior members now get our discount card i.e. includes the 
previous "cadet" category 

 please collect discount cards from the office 

 membership subscriptions now (over)due - please let us know if 
you are not renewing 

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more. 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary 



WINTER TALK - AUSTRALIA to the UK in a 28' BOAT! - FRIDAY 30th JANUARY 

   

Campbell Moore's talk on his voyages on Kumalie, his 28 ft traditional low freeboard boat, from 
Australia, then his recent round Britain voyage, was attended by some 60+ diners, who were 
joined by a further 30 or so members and guests for a very enjoyable evening 

 

SCOTTISH NIGHT - SATURDAY 28th FEBRUARY 

CHANGE of DATE - please note this will now be on SATURDAY 28th February. 

The infamous LSC Scottish Night will be on Saturday 28th February. Food will be served from 
1900 hrs with entertainment from 2000hrs. 

Acts to look forward to include Matt Mochar, Alex West and friends, Bob Rutherford, the barber 
shop quartet, Chris Nichol, and Fiona Mochar. 

If anyone else want to join in the fun, please contact George Hutchison, hutch694@yahoo.co.uk. 

Scottish Night menu - £14.95: 

Haggis, Neeps and Tatties Platter 
--------- 

Pan Roasted Scottish Salmon on a warm potato & red onion salad 

Chicken Balmoral - Breast of Chicken Stuffed with Haggis and smothered in rich whisky & 
Cracked Peppercorn Sauce 

Pan Haggerty 

Layers of Sliced Potatoes, Onions, Nutmeg & Cheese Sauce. Baked in Oven 
-------------- 

Cheese Board or Crannachan 
-------------- 

Tea Or Coffee 

To book please contact Steven 01475 670022 or email club-steward@largssc.co.uk 

 

CLUBHOUSE - WINTER OPENING HOURS 

A reminder of the current winter opening hours: 

 Fridays 12:00 to 14:00 (open appropriate Friday evenings for quiz night etc) 

 Saturdays 11:00 - 17:00 

 Sundays 12:00 to 18:00 

Members can also book the clubhouse for anything from a business meeting to a wedding - talk 
to Julia and Steven 
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50:50 CLUB - FEBRUARY WINNERS 

As regular quiz goers will know, we draw the 50:50 winners at quiz night. February's winners 
were: 

 1st prize - £60 - Jacqui Caldwell 

 2nd prize - £40 - George Hutchison 

 3rd prize - £15 - Flora Cameron 

Remember you can join the 50:50 club for £5 per month. As the name implies, half the monies 
are returned to the prizewinners, the other half goes to "nice to have" items for the club, and we 
are currently building funds for new furniture for the Lookout Lounge. Contact Julia in the office 
for forms - secretary@largssc.co.uk, or take a form from the notice board on the landing. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 13th MARCH 

Usual format - buffet around 6.45 p.m. (menu to follow), followed by the quiz at 8 p.m. 

Buffet reservation to Steven - 01475 670022 or e-mail club-steward@largssc.co.uk. 

Quiz nights continue on the normal schedule of the second Friday in the month - 10th April; 
8th May. 

 

QUIZ CO-ORDINATOR - CAN YOU HELP? 

Quiz nights don't just happen - they need some organisation! For the last 10+ years, George 
McCree has been the quiz co-ordinator, and our grateful thanks to him for this. 

George will be stepping down after the May quiz, and we need someone to take his place. It isn't 
a very onerous task - just two main duties: 

 organise a schedule of quizmasters - usually by asking one of the regular quiz 
participants, with a month or two's notice. (actually it is good to have a schedule for 
several months in advance) 

 ensuring that the appropriate number of answer sheets and raffle tickets are available. 

Some quizmaster teams calculate scores manually, but more recently, Graeme and Marilyn 
Robertson developed an Excel program for this, but that's a detail. 

Steven and his team look after all the catering side, so if you think you can help, please talk to 
George or myself at the next quiz night. 

 

VOLUNTEER - CAN YOU HELP WITH PUBLICITY? 

Talking of volunteers, can anyone help with publicity? I spend 
quite a lot of time on this, collating the e-news (which I hope you 
find more interesting than this hippo in the Ngorongoro crater 
…), and submitting articles and photographs to the Largs and 
Millport Weekly News, and Yachting Life, and some help would 
be appreciated. 

We would also welcome more general help - we're sure we can 
improve our publicity, and promote our club better, with all that 

we offer, both on and off the water. Contact me, please - largssc.membership@gmail.com. 

 

ELLEN MACARTHUR CHARITY EVENT - SATURDAY 28th MARCH 

The Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust takes young people recovering from cancer off to sea from 
their Scottish base here in the Yacht Haven, and we are hosting a fundraising evening with them 
at the end of March, with music from the "Banned". More details below. 
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Come and support this very worthwhile charity! 

 

 

 

DINGHY RACING - from Mark Edwards 

A reminder that club racing restarts with the 
Spring Open series, on Sunday 8th March. 

Let's build on the great success of the Autumn 
Series, and the New Year Race! 

I hope to get the 2015 sailing instructions on the 
web site (see http://www.largssc.co.uk/racing) in 
the near future. 

 



CRUISING GROUP - WINTER TALKS (from Marilyn Robertson) 

The winter talks kicked off in January with a very 
informative presentation on weather from round 
the world skipper and meteorologist Simon Rowell 
(see right). 

The talks continued a week later with Dave Hewitt 
and colleagues showing us the Largs RNLI inshore 
rescue boat in the marina, before we repaired to 
the clubhouse for a warm! 

There, LSC volunteer and RNLI helm Brian Rankin 
showed us the kit that the crew wear, with Kes 
Khaliq acting as model! Brian went on to speak about some of the "shouts" he and his fellow 
crew members have been involved in. Brian also noted that they had some vacancies for crew 
members, and for shore support staff. 

   

The afternoon concluded with a collection for the RNLI, raising £60. If you want to know more 
about the Largs lifeboat, see their Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/largslifeboat. 

   

The early February talk was an afternoon with Saturn Sails and John Highcock, including a 
visit to Saturn's sail loft. We had a very enlightening talk from John on sail trim and how to “relax 
the fastest when cruising in company”. About 15 of the group then went over to the workshop to 
see their new computer driven cutting machine in action and look at some sails in production. 

The next talks will be on Sunday 22nd February, when Bill Forsyth, Maritime and Coastal 
Agency will make “Confessions of a Coastguard”. Bill is a member of the LSC Executive 
Committee and works closely with us and LSTA on issues of safety at sea. The second speaker 
is Fraser Noble, who has lived and breathed boats all his life and has 30 years of yacht and 
boat surveying experience. He has examined boats for repair or refit since 1974, surveyed his 
first yacht for a fee in 1981 and been principal surveyor for McGruer & Co since 2000. 

Also note that we have a British Marine Federation Trade afternoon on Sunday 8th March - 
see below. Members of BMF will come to the Club as part of our Sunday afternoon Winter Talks 
series. This is your chance to hear the latest developments in marine paints, electronics and 
engines as well as hear about the long term cruising advantages of the Scottish Marine Tourism 



Strategy. There will be complimentary refreshments during the afternoon and the event is open 
to all LSC members. However, it is essential to register by emailing: secretary@largssc.co.uk to 
secure your place. 

 

The final winter talks are on Sunday 22nd March - details to follow. Then we are into the summer 
cruise in company programme, starting with a shake-down cruise over Easter weekend, 4th-5th 
April. 

 

LARGS SAIL TRAINING ASSOCIATION (from John Scott) 

Plans are well advanced for this season's training, 
as listed below, and in the attached pdf document. 
Pre-registration for this year's courses will open 
shortly, and anyone wanting to join / rejoin this 
year's courses should register sooner rather than 
later - some parents and juniors left it too late last 
year, and couldn't be accommodated on the 
courses. 

Please remember that junior members of the club 
wanting to join in the training also need to be 
members of Largs SC. 
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2015 Season Training 

 Information evening Thursday 23rd April. 

Registration from 1800. Presentation at 1900. 

 Returning juniors encouraged to register for training online from March 1st. 

Go to https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta/category/cadets 

 Juniors also need to rejoin Largs SC, as well as pay sailing fees to the LSTA 

 Training starts Saturday 25th April. Please see attached programme. 

Safety Boat Update (from John Scott and Bill Forsyth) 

We need all safety boat drivers to have the appropriate training / certification, so we are running 
some refresher courses as below. See also Bill's note (appended as a separate pdf document). 

 Saturday 14th March 

 Saturday 28th March 

 Sunday 26th April 

 Saturday 9th May 

Register online at https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta/event/safety-boat-update. 

First Aid Course: 

 Sunday 29th March. Register online at https://webcollect.org.uk/lsta/event/rya-first-aid-
course-2015. 

Junior Members' Discount Card 

All individual Largs Sailing 
Club members under 25 are 
now Junior members, as we 
have amalgamated cadet and 
junior membership 
categories. 

All Junior members will 
now receive our discount 
card which can be used at 
the club's sponsors for the 
purchase of goods and 
services by or for the 
personal use of the named 
member. See 
http://www.largssc.co.uk/club/sponsors for full details of our sponsors, and the "small print". 

Low cost introductory house membership offer for parents 

Parents (who are not already Largs Sailing Club members) of Junior members are being offered 
the opportunity to join LSC as Joint House members at an introductory rate of £20 for one year 
only. This will allow families to use the club at any time, not only at training sessions, and give 
parents the chance to try club membership without significant cost. 

See "junior plus parents" under Junior membership, about half way down the left hand column 
on web page https://webcollect.org.uk/largssc/subscription for more details. 

 

WEB SITE - CLUB CALENDAR 

If you want to see future events at the club, you can access the club calendar on the web site 
e.g. this month's calendar is here. Use the "next" arrow to go forwards. 

(Note - the calendar is still being updated following the rebuild of the web site, so not all events 
are yet listed.)
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DISCOUNT CARDS - COLLECT FROM OFFICE 

We are not routinely posting out discount cards (this costs money - which is your money!), so 
eligible members can collect their discount cards from the office, please, or contact Julia on 
secretary@largssc.co.uk and she will leave your card behind the bar, or in the LYH office. 

Remember that ALL junior members now get the card i.e. includes what we previously called 
"cadet" members. Please also remember that cards are for the personal use of the member 
ONLY, and must NOT be loaned to another person. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS - NOW (OVER)DUE!! 

There has been a fantastic response from members to our appeal to pay early, and many 
members took advantage of the early payment discount. 

Can I remind those who haven't renewed that subscriptions were due by 31st January, or a late 
payment fee may be levied. 

If you haven't renewed, you can renew by 
clicking on the link "Existing Members Manage 
Membership" at the bottom of the home page of 
our web site - www.largssc.co.uk. Then log in with 
your registered e-mail address (this is the address 
on which you receive the e-news), and password. 
If you have forgotten your password, you can 
request a new one. Then go from there. 

Please note that you can also use this link to 
amend your membership details e.g. new 
telephone number, e-mail address etc - this saves asking Julia or myself to do it! 

If you are NOT renewing your membership, please let myself or Julia know, by replying to 
this e-news, or contacting Julia on secretary@largssc.co.uk. Please give your reason(s) - we 
welcome feedback. 

We will be sorry to lose you, but your courtesy does save us a lot of time chasing you. Thanks. 

 

 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary 

 

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 

 
LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

SSI webcam (new) - see here  

LYH/LSC webcam – see www.largssc.co.uk/web-cam 
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