LARGS SC NEWS - Dec 2015
Afloat, our season ended with:


the November Open Series - LSC winners!



final event of 2015 - RYAS Winter Championships - 12-13 December

Ashore, our winter activities are in full swing, and you can read about the Long
Trek to Everest, our dinner dance, and AGM.
Subscriptions and berthage for 2016 are now due, please! Early payment discount
to 31st December.
Dates for your diaries:


Fri 18th Dec - quiz night - Christmas special - Santa's coming!



Sat 18th Dec - kids Christmas party



Christmas closure - after kids party, reopening (briefly) for New Year race on
3rd January, then for quiz night 15th January



New Year Race, and cruise - Sunday 3rd January



January maintenance - help, please!! - starts Tuesday 5th January



Friday 15th January - quiz night



Sun 17th January - first cruising group winter talk

Remember you can see full details of all these events on our web site, including
the new "Socials" tab on the main menu bar Also Facebook page.
Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more.
Finally, very best wishes to all our members and families for a Happy Christmas
and a Good New Year.
Gordon Cochrane
Membership Secretary

SAILING
The season ended with the November Open Series, then the RYA
Scotland Winter Championships, with 70 boats competing.
To blow away the cobwebs / hangovers, we will have the usual New
Year races on Sunday 3rd January. The cruising group will also be on
the water. Read on!
NOVEMBER OPEN SERIES - LSC WINNERS!

Photos courtesy David Boden
The November Open Series had a mix of weather, from lovely sunny days with ideal winds, to
far too much wind, but Largs SC were well represented on the podiums, with Phil and Carol
Alderson overall winners, and our junior sailors taking second and third spots.

Left-right - Matt Mochar (Largs SC Commodore), Fenella Corlett (Largs SC - third overall, with
Josh Kerr in their RS200), Carol and Phil Alderson (Largs SC - first overall in their Cherub),
Cameron Milne and Alan Henderson (Prestwick SC, second overall in their Osprey), Alastair
Khaliq (Largs SC - second junior). Not at prizegiving - Jamie Briggs (Largs SC - first junior), Josh
Kerr (Largs SC - sailing with Fenella Corlett, third overall).
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RYA SCOTLAND WINTER CHAMPIONSHIPS - Sat/Sun 12th/13th DECEMBER
This was our final open event of the year, and a chance to see some of the best young sailors in
Scotland in action. Racing was just off the clubhouse, so great for spectating. A total of 70 boats
from Scotland and northern England braved the cold to sail - wind permitting! Race officers
David Kent and Kate Bird managed to get a number of races in on Saturday afternoon after the
wind eventually filled in, but Sunday was flat calm, after a very frosty start (icebreaking in the
marina! - and penguin snowballs), and almost no racing was possible.
A number of LSC/LSTA cadets gained valuable experience competing against some of the best
sailors in Scotland - Innes Stewart and Alastair Khaliq in their respective Laser fleets, and Jamie
Briggs and Stuart Khaliq in the Topper fleet. LSC member Iain McLaughlan was an excellent
second in the senior Laser fleet. (Photos courtesy David Boden.)

Of course, these events are only possible with the support of our staff (Avril's bacon butties and
coffee were well appreciated in the conditions!), and our magnificent volunteers. Many thanks to
ALL of them - ashore and afloat - from meet and greet and car parking, to the clubhouse
helpers, and afloat - manning mark laying and safety RIBs, and committee boats, in such cold
conditions is not the warmest way of spending your weekend!

2015 SEASON PRIZEGIVING
The 2015 prizegiving was held after the AGM, and the leading prizewinners are pictured below:

Left - right - Mark Edwards, Howard Smallwood, Martin Faulkner, Bill Forsyth, David Kent, Jon
Bassett, with Jamie Briggs in front.
3

Also presented for the
first time was the
Caldwell Trophy, kindly
donated by Jacqui
Caldwell in memory of
her late husband David, a
lifetime dinghy racer and
longstanding member of
the club. This was
presented to Innes
Stewart, in recognition of
his achievements as the
young sailor who has improved most in 2015.
Innes of course won gold in the Laser Radial class
at the RYA Zones at Loch Tummel in September.
NEW YEAR RACE AND CRUISE - SUNDAY 3rd JANUARY
To blow away the cobwebs / hangovers, we will have the usual
New Year races on Sunday 3rd January, up to three races, with
the first start at 12 noon. The race is open to visitors who can
enter on the day.
More information on the LSC web site - see here.
There are rumours of prizes for the best hat, best dressed crew,
worst start etc - more details on the day!
The cruising group will also be on the water - see below.

CRUISING GROUP - NEW YEAR SAIL- SUNDAY 3rd JANUARY
START OF WINTER TALKS - SUNDAY 17th JANUARY (from Marilyn Robertson)
For those of us still afloat….see the New Year in with a short sail in company. If you are happy
to take other people on board, please contact me in advance. We will meet in the clubhouse at
10am and set off soon after. Bring warm clothes and snacks.
Winter talks - start Sunday 17th: the first Sunday afternoon talk of 2016 will feature David
Frame (Chief Instructor, Cumbrae Water Sports Centre) and Greg Beecroft (Friends of Wemyss
Bay). The talks will start at 2pm and end by 4.30. Come along and meet the speakers and other
club members over lunch before the talks.
Further winter talks will take place on February 14th and March 14th, with topics announced
early in the New Year.

Memories of cruising in 2015!
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CLUB MATTERS - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The club's AGM was held on Sunday 6th December, and
was well attended, with 58 members present. Some
main points were:




the accounts and reports were accepted, with
votes of thanks to the relevant flag officers and
convenors for all their hard work over this and
recent years

the subscriptions for 2016 were accepted, and members are reminded that to
receive the early payment discount, subscription and berthage payments must be
received by 31st December.

Please note there are not the minutes of the meeting, but are just for the information of the
members.

SUBSCRIPTION AND BERTHAGE RENEWALS
Renewal requests have gone out to all current members, and many members have already
taken advantage of the early payment discounts (by 31st December). This year, we are offering
rather larger discounts e.g. £20 off family membership, so renew now!
We are also offering reduced berthage for RS200 dinghies, to encourage their development in
the club, and half price berthage for juniors with RYA "Pathway" dinghies - Optimists, Toppers,
and Lasers. See WebCollect for full details.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - NEW APPOINTMENTS
We are very pleased to announce two new members are joining the executive
committee:


Johnathan Briggs (pictured right, top) will support John Scott, principal of
the Largs Sail Training Association, and will take over from John in 2017.
Johnathan has already done great work with the younger members this
season, developing their race skills, and accompanying them to outside
events



Howard Smallwood takes on the role as dinghy racing convenor. Howard
is a long time sailor, a long standing member of the club, and has been a
key member of the major events sub committee. He will bring his
considerable skills and experience to this post, and we look forward to
working with him in this important role"

THE SOCIAL SIDE
Our social autumn continued with Glenn and Linda's Himalayan journeys,
followed by an excellent dinner dance, and will continue with the Christmas
Quiz and kids party, before the Christmas and New Year break. Read on
below - and for more details, check out the latest addition
to the web site - the new "Socials" tab!
THE LONG TREK TO EVEREST
Glenn and Linda Andrews presented an very informative account of their journey through Nepal
to Everest Base Camp to a full clubhouse in late November.
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CHRISTMAS DINNER AND DANCE

The Lookout Lounge looked superb, and many thanks are due to the decorating and table laying
team, and Club Steward Avril and colleagues provided an excellent meal, and kept us well
watered through the dancing to Jimallywhy that followed.

QUIZ NIGHT - SPECIAL CHRISTMAS QUIZ on
FRIDAY DECEMBER 18th!
The special Christmas Quiz, with Santa and helpers, will
be on the third Friday in December. Fun for everyone!
As of a couple of days ago, I understand that over 40
members and guests have booked to eat, so get your
reservation in now to make sure there is enough food for
everyone!
Buffet reservation on 01475 670022 or e-mail
club-steward@largssc.co.uk.
The December 50:50 draw will be at quiz night.
The January quiz will be on Friday 15th January, when the
clubhouse reopens after winter maintenance.
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KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY - SATURDAY 19th DECEMBER
We are holding a children's party from 3pm until 4.30pm
on Saturday 19th December. The cost is £2.50 per child
which includes nibbles and treats.
There will be party games and a visit from Santa Claus.
(Please bring your own Santa gift, no more than £5 value
and remember to label the gift.)
Pizzas and pastas will be available from the bar
afterwards if you wish to make a full afternoon of it.
It would be good to get an idea of numbers so please
phone the bar on 01475 670022, or Julia in the office, on
01475 670000, to give names, or e-mail Avril on clubsteward@largssc.co.uk.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CLOSURE
The Clubhouse will close after the children's' party on Saturday 19th December and re-open for
the Quiz Night on Friday 15th January.
The club will be open for the New Year race on Sunday 3rd January.
WINTER MAINTENANCE (from Julia Gibson and John Ridley) - FREE LUNCH!!
It is that time of year again when we ask for as many members as possible to turn up to
help in the ten days from Tuesday 5th January. This work saves the club a significant
amount of money, and keeps the subs down, so all help is much appreciated!

There will be a list of various jobs that need doing which will include tidying, cleaning skirting
boards, painting, taking down Christmas decorations, powerwashing the balcony, etc.
If you would like to come along to help but are quite happy to just take a task and get on with it
then that’s fantastic, or you can work with someone else. There is plenty to be done and John
Ridley, our ‘Club Maintenance Supremo', will be happy to show anyone what needs doing.
The volunteers will meet any time after 9:30am from Tuesday 5th January onwards. Of course
the club will provide all paintbrushes, paint, cloths, etc.
We would appreciate any help so even if you can only do one day it would be a great
contribution.
John has a list of jobs, and there will be something for everyone. Obviously outdoor tasks will be
weather dependant and we may not be able to complete everything on the list but the more
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people that turn up means more jobs get done. It is the only time of year where we get chance
for an extended period to carry out maintenance on the club to prepare it for the new season.
SOCIAL EVENTS IN 2016
A reminder that you can find full details of all social events by clicking on the new "SOCIALS" tab
on the LSC web site home page

Upcoming events include:


Fiji and New Zealand in "Beyond" - Friday 29th January



Quiz Night - Friday 12th February



Sailing to the Med without murder or divorce - Friday 26th February



Quiz Night - Friday 11th March



Sixties Disco Night - Saturday 26th March

A reminder that there is much more information (and current information!) on many of the above
topics on our web site, and on our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/largssc.

BITS and PIECES - FLAG ETIQUETTE
This article on flag etiquette caught my eye in the recent RYA Cruising e-magazine, including the
following on "land flags":
The Union flag, Welsh Dragon and the Crosses of St Andrew, St George and St
Patrick are primarily land flags and should not be flown at sea by cruising
yachtsmen.
At sea the cross of St George is the flag of an Admiral and it should therefore
not be flown by anyone else, without special dispensation.
A vessel flying the St Andrew’s Cross could be mistaken as saying “my vessel
is stopped and making no way through the water” as this is the meaning of
code flag M which has the same design and the St Patrick’s Cross could be
misinterpreted as code flag V “I require assistance”.
For further information on e.g. can I fly two burgees - and where?, see here.
CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS (EXCLUDING MAINTENANCE)
Saturday

1100 - 1700

Sunday

1200 - 1700

We will open on Friday evenings for quiz nights and other functions as required.
Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links:
LSC office: 01475 670000
LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022
LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk
LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk
LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc
FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk
LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/
LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta
Scottish Sailing Institute: see here
SSI webcam (new) - see here
LYH/LSC webcam – see www.largssc.co.uk/web-cam
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