
    
 

    
 

LARGS SC NEWS - June 2015 
 

Headlines / dates for your diaries: 

 the Dragons are coming! This classic day keelboat has their Scottish 
Nationals, followed by the prestigious Edinburgh Cup,  27th June to 3rd 
July. Volunteers needed to help serve dinner on Wednesday 1st July and 
Friday 3rd July. Can you help, please? 

 Largs Regatta Week - our premier event - Saturday 22nd - Saturday 29th August. 
Big push for 100 dinghies at Cumbraes Weekend! Great social programme! 

 cruising group - look forward to the summer programme, including the 
extended cruise out west in June. Next weekend cruise Saturday 30th May. 
Updates on new pontoons in Campbeltown, Crinan Canal assisted passage, 
and (unfortunately) no new pontoons in Oban .. 

 LSTA - record 105 kids in training! Still some spaces for beginners on 
Thursdays, and adults on Mondays. Also Honda RIB heats 31st May, safety 
boat course 13/14 June; youth sail training week 3rd August 

 quiz nights - will now run through the summer months. Next quiz Friday 
19th June. Many thanks to George McCree, quiz coordinator for the last 12 
years; welcome to our new coordinator Alex West 

 50:50 club winners - extra, increased prizes! Could be you next month! 

 new sponsor based in LYH - Optimal Physio 

 new club merchandise, on line - can be personalised to your boat 

 web site and Facebook page - lots of added content and activity in recent 
weeks - have a look! 

 mast rack - need to identify masts, or they will be scrapped / sold. 

Scroll down for much more detail on all these topics, and more. 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/LargsSC
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MAJOR EVENTS (from Freddie Moran) 

In preparation for the recent Scottish Windsurfing Championships, our hardy volunteers got 
down and dirty cleaning the championship slipway. Thanks one and all! 

 

 

DRAGON CHAMPIONSHIPS - Saturday 27th June - Friday 3rd July 

   

This prestigious event for these classic three man keelboats is in two parts: 

 the Scottish Championships, over 3 days, Saturday 27th to Monday 29th June 

 the Edinburgh Cup, Tuesday 30th June to Friday 3rd July 

Further information about this events is available via the following links:- SSI Page, the Dragon 
Class Association and the Edinburgh Cup Page. 

We would like volunteers to help with serving at the two dinners during the Dragon week, 
on Wednesday 1st July and Friday 3rd July. If you can help, please contact Eileen 
Mochar, eileenmochar@btinternet.com. 

http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/events/scottish-dragon-championships
http://www.britishdragons.org/
http://www.britishdragons.org/
http://edinburghcup.britishdragons.org/
mailto:eileenmochar@btinternet.com
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LARGS REGATTA WEEK - Saturday 22nd - Saturday 29th August 

This is the club's major event for keelboats, 
dinghies and catamarans, and afloat, is in 
three main parts: 

 Peelports Cumbraes Weekend - 
August 22nd / 23rd: 

o Saturday - keelboats "round the 
cans" to the north of Great 
Cumbrae; dinghies and 
catamarans will race in Largs 
Channel. 

o Sunday, racing will be round the 
Island(s) of Cumbrae  

 Peelports 100 Guineas - evening 
races, Tue 25th Aug 2015 to Thu 27th 
August 

 Saturday 29th August - the week 
concludes with: 

o Scottish Two Handed race - 
keelboats - around Arran, or 
Holy Isle 

o Hems Kalis dinghy series 

For full details see: 
www.largsregattaweek.co.uk 

  

This year, we are making a big effort to get 100 dinghies participating in Cumbraes Weekend. 
Around 30 Lasers have now signed up, and there will also be racing for RS200’s, GP14’s, 
Solo’s, Cat’s, Skiff’s, in addition to the LSTA juniors! This large number of dinghies means an 
appropriate number of safety and mark laying RIB's (ten!), plus starts, finishes etc - a lot of 
organising! 

Please note in your diary to enter by early August to give us a good idea of numbers and finalise 
plans for the weekend to allow for adequate safety coverage to be put in place. Closing date for 
entry is Friday August 14, after that it’s at the discretion of the committee, also a late entry fee of 
£10 to the RNLI. Refunds will be made on the day if the racing gets cancelled. 

There is also an excellent social weekend in place once ashore – the Marquee Party being the 
highlight. 

Come and enjoy a great weekend of racing, and if still standing even a better time ashore! 

http://www.largsregattaweek.co.uk/


4 

 

   

 

LARGS SAIL TRAINING ASSOCIATION (from John Scott) 

Much activity, with a record 105 kids in training!  Main points: 

 still a few beginner spaces on Thursdays 

 also space for more adults on Mondays 

 safety boat course - two day RYA Safety Boat 13/14 June  

Cadet dinghy training: although we have 105 cadets registered for training, we have a few 
places available for beginners on Thursdays, with the waiting list all cleared. 

Adult dinghy training: eight signed up for dinghy training on Mondays, so we can take a few 
more.  

Race training: more and more cadets now have the ability and confidence to take part in club 
racing, with 11 cadets joining in last week's racing, which is the most for many years. For the 
second half of the season, we will have an initiative to get another batch of cadets started on 
race training, with the aim of increasing participation further by the time we get to Regatta Week. 

Safety Boat Course: We have a two day RYA Safety Boat 13/14 June: All the skills required to 
provide safety cover for racing and training - essential for RIB drivers at events.  

Safety Boat Update: So far 22 members have completed the one day safety boat update this 
season since we made it free to participants. This must significantly increase the competence of 
the safety cover we offer for events, racing and training. 

Youth Sailing Week: This year we are only running one, one week summer course, week 
beginning 3rd August. Lots of spaces available at the moment.. 

First Aid Training: Twelve LSC members recently successfully completed the RYA one day first 
aid course, run for the LSTA by Focus Training. A further course is scheduled for November and 
will be available to book soon. 

Honda RYA RIB Challenge: After two cancellations due to bad weather we are planning to run 
training and a local heat for the RIB challenge on Sunday May 31. The Scottish final is at 
Lochwinnoch on Saturday June 6. 

Sail Store: We have a new, larger, waterproof sail store - MANY thanks to all the volunteers!
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CRUISING GROUP - SUMMER PROGRAMME (from Marilyn Robertson) 

The "summer" weekend cruise in company programme has been a bit slow to get going, as 
summer hasn't started yet! Maybe this weekend! 

The next weekend cruise is this weekend, 30th/31st May. Saturday at least has a reasonable 
forecast, and we are thinking of heading for Tarbert, so if you are interested, please contact me. 

The club’s extended summer cruise is scheduled to start out from Largs sometime during the 
week of June 8th. There will be a couple of boats leaving early in the week for a Crinan Canal 
passage, while another two will leave later in the week, aiming to go around the Mull. If you are 
interested in either of these options, please do let me know so that I can put you in touch with 
the skippers involved. 

I will be keeping in touch with all our cruising boats during the coming weeks and during the 
extended cruise to maximise the opportunities for meeting up. We are looking at a muster in 
Salen this year, on or around June 18th/19th, and I am sure we will have many other mini-
musters en route to that and back to Largs. Again, do let me know if and how you would like to 
receive such communications. 

The Crinan Canal has increased its charges quite sharply for this season, to £15.95 per metre, 
but this now includes assisted passage, following feedback from the 250 people who responded 
to last year's user survey. This is now being supported by additional seasonal staff. Carpe Diem 
used this a few days ago, and reported all went well, with a relaxed transit. 

Unfortunately it looks as if the pontoons in Oban trailed in the last e-news aren't going to happen 
this season, and the "discussions" about an Oban Bay marina continue … 

Several cruise ships will be visiting Oban this summer - the QM2 has already been; the Minerva 
visits on 30th June, Prinsendam on 21st July, AIDAcara on 17th August, and Boudica on 13th 
October. 

The new pontoons at 
Campbeltown (pictured below by 
John Ridley) should be fully 
operational by the end of May, after 
commissioning of the toilet and 
shower facilities. If you want to check 
yourselves, the Harbourmaster can 
be reached on 01586 552552. The 
main leg of the new pontoons follows 
the line of the old single pontoon, but 
now has fingers, which should 
reduce rafting out. 

The pontoons and general views of 
Campbeltown are also available on 
webcams located (we believe) in Campbeltown SC - see http://www.visitkintyre.info/webcam/. 
Note that you need to select either "Town Centre" or "Main Street", then "change view" to see 
the pontoons. 

mailto:corshyecan@gmail.com
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MAST RACK IN DINGHY PARK 

The mast rack in the dinghy park needs repair. To do this, we intend to clear the rack at the 
end of August, and scrap any unidentified masts. 

Anyone who has a mast on this rack should label it clearly by mid August, or it will either 
be scrapped or sold, for the benefit of club funds. 

 

CLUB GOODIES! (from John Connelly, rear commodore - house) 

We have a new supplier for club merchandise. 
The club has set up a agreement with World 
Leisurewear to provide various articles of 
clothing and accessories which include the club 
logo. The articles can also be customised with 
your boat name etc. There is no minimum order quantity. At the end of the season, the club's 
account will be credited with 10% of the value purchased by members. We can use this to 
purchase volunteer t shirts, burgees etc. 

To use the site go to http://www.worldleisurewear.com/largssc. 

Here you will see an LSC home page for world leisure wear. 

Remember the logo number for LSC and then click "online purchasing." 

On that page select an item, e.g. sweatshirt and you will have size and colour options and a box 
to add the logo number and description ( Largs Sailing Club). You can then add boat name etc 
as required. Add to basket and check out. As usual you have to fill in registration form once, to 
set up account." 

 

NEW CLUB SPONSOR - OPTIMAL PHYSIO 

Physiotherapist Pamela Couper has opened a specialist 
sports physiotherapy, Pilates and podiatry service in what 
was the MCS offices in the marina courtyard. 

We are very pleased to announce that they have joined our 
discount scheme, so LSC members will receive a 10% 
discount on all treatments, excluding special offers. 

For more information, see their web site, www.optimalphysio.co.uk , e-mail 
treatment@optimalphysio.co.uk. 

 

50:50 CLUB - APRIL and MAY WINNERS - EXTRA PRIZES! 

We have new members for the 50:50 club, so more money is available for prizes. We now award 
a fourth prize, and the prizes are now £60, £40, £30, and £20. The lucky winners in April and 
May are listed below: 

  April May 

1 £60 Chris Nichol Wilson Malone 

2 £40 Tom MacFadyen Carolyn Elder 

3 £30 Joyce Anderson Jean Kyd 

4 £20 Hilary Connelly Dennis Cook 

The June draw will be at the quiz night on Friday 19th June. 

Why not join the 50:50 club? It could be YOU next month! You have to be in it to win it! 
Membership application form and a standing order mandate can be downloaded from the web 
site's publications page. 

http://www.worldleisurewear.com/largssc
mailto:treatment@optimalphysio.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/club/publications
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QUIZ NIGHT - FRIDAY 19th JUNE (from new quizmaster Alex West) 

As many of you will know, George McCree has been making sure there is a quizmaster for the 
monthly quizzes for the past 12 years. Many thanks George! 

These extremely popular Friday events have kept the club busy over the winter months whilst 
we can only dream of sailing. George has now decided to hand the baton on, and I have 
volunteered to act as coordinator for the quizzes. 

I’m not going to change a winning formula, but we will be trying a few new ideas to try to ease 
the burden for the quizmasters and keep the evenings fun. We have an excellent existing group 
of quizmasters though we’re always looking for more people to have a go.  If you’d like to try 
your hand at setting a quiz, please get in contact with me at alex@westlord.co.uk. 

One of the things we’d like to try is to run quizzes through the summer.  The normal season is 
September to May and we know that a lot of people go off sailing in the summer months, but we 
want to try adding June, July and August this year - or maybe run a quiz in combination with one 
of the visiting regatta fleets. If any one would like to volunteer for one of the summer quizzes, 
please let me know. 

I hope to see as many of you as possible on Friday nights! 

Quiz nights will normally be on the second Friday of the month, but because of a dinner 
booking, June's quiz will be on the third Friday, 19th June. 

Thereafter, we will revert to the normal second Friday - 10th July, 14th August etc. 

Usual format - Teams of about 6 people with a special prize for cadet teams; buffet around 6.45 
p.m., followed by the quiz at 8 p.m. 

Buffet reservation to Steven, please - 01475 670022 or e-mail club-steward@largssc.co.uk. 

 

DREW SHAW 

We are very sad to notify the passing of Drew Shaw, a member of Largs SC for 30 years, and a 
core member of Fairlie Folk, who performed regularly at our functions, and in the wider 
community, over the last decade. Drew owned a roofing business in Elderslie, and on retiring 
moved to Largs. He and Beryl were regular supporters of the Club's social activities, especially 
during our years in John Street. Drew also raced his Etap yacht "Lady in Red" occasionally on 
Wednesday evenings. He was also a Yachtmaster Instructor, and sailed regularly as skipper 
with various charter companies based in the Yacht Haven, where his calm good nature would be 
especially welcome. He was of course an accomplished musician, and he and Beryl formed an 
integral role in the success of Fairlie Folk. 

Our sincere sympathies to Beryl, their children, wider family, and friends. 

 

DRAGON BOAT RACING - LOCH LOMOND, 

Saturday 6th JUNE 

Dave Hewitt of Largs Yacht Haven has sent me information 
on a charity dragon boat event on Loch Lomond (Balloch 
Country Park) on Saturday 6th June. The boats have a 
crew of up to 16 people, and if you have never seen it, it is 
pretty spectacular, and good fun! There are 10 spaces 
available, and you would need to raise £100 in 
sponsorship. Contact Dave (dave@largsyachthaven.com) if 
you want more details. 

mailto:alex@westlord.co.uk
mailto:club-steward@largssc.co.uk
mailto:dave@largsyachthaven.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

 Sat / Sun 13/14 June - RYA safety boat course 

 Friday 19th June - quiz night 

 Sunday 21st June - wedding in clubhouse. Racing will be run from a committee boat. The 

HK room will be available for members 

 Saturday 27th June - Friday 3rd July - Dragon Championships 

 Friday 10th July - quiz night 

 Mon 3rd - Fri 7th August - youth sail training week 

 Friday 14th August - quiz night 

 

CLUBHOUSE OPENING HOURS 

We are now on full summer hours, as below: 

Monday  1700 - 2200 

Tuesday  1900 - 2300 

Wednesday 1200 - 1400 1700 - 2300 

Thursday 1200 - 1400 1700 - 2300 

Friday 1200 - 1400 1700 - 2300* 

Saturday 1100 - - - - - - 2300* 

Sunday 1100** - - - - - - 2000* 

Notes: * - may close earlier if no members present 

 ** - no alcohol served before 1230 

Members can also book the clubhouse for anything from a business meeting to a wedding - talk 
to Julia and Steven. 

 

WEB SITE // FACEBOOK 

A reminder that  there is much more information (and current information!) on many of the above 
topics on our web site, and on our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/largssc. 

 

Gordon Cochrane 

Membership Secretary 

 

Links // Contacting the Club, the LSTA, and other links: 

 
LSC office: 01475 670000 

LSC Lookout Lounge / Bar: 01475 670022 

LSC general e-mail: secretary@largssc.co.uk 

LSC web site: www.largssc.co.uk 

LSC Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssc 

FoC Coastal Rowing Club: see here 

LSTA general e-mail: info@lsta.org.uk 

LSTA web site: http://www.lsta.org.uk/ 

LSTA Facebook: www.facebook.com/largssta 

Scottish Sailing Institute: see here 

SSI webcam (new) - see here  

LYH/LSC webcam – see www.largssc.co.uk/web-cam 

 

http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
mailto:secretary@largssc.co.uk
http://www.largssc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssc
http://www.firthofclydecoastalrowingclub.com/
mailto:info@lsta.org.uk
http://www.lsta.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/largssta
http://scottishsailinginstitute.com/
http://www.scottishsailinginstitute.com/about/live-weather
http://www.largssc.co.uk/web-cam

